All true Miniſters of the Goſpel, are 
called into that Work by the ſpe- 
cial Influences of the Holy Spirit. 
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PREFACE. 


888 it is the Unbappineſs of Mankind in their 
2 ASX benighted Circumſtances, to be divided in 
N 228.2 Sentiments about many T bings in the Me- 
thod of our Recovery and Salvation: fs 
When they come to ſpeak or write upon Points that 
Fre much controverted, it is often done in fuch a 
Manner as to increaſe their Contentions and Diviſions, 
ber than to remove them. One great Cauſe whereof 
N conceive to be this, namely, a judging of Principles 
ple Lives of thoſe that hold them, rather than by 
1 ihe 
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the eternal Standard of Truth : ſo that if they can 
ſee many Evils in Perſons that are of contrary Senti- 
ments from themſelves, they are ready to conciude F 
that they have good Grounds to condemn what they 
hold as falſe. Indeed if we are called 10 jade 2 
whether a Perſon's Profeſſion is true or falſe, that 1 . 
muſt be done by his Life or Fruits, Mat. 7. 16. But 
whether their Principles that they profeſs, be true r 
falſe, cannot certainly be known by that. I believe 4 
that CarisT deſigned to caution his Diſciples againſt | 
this Snare in that Place, Malt. 23. 2, 3. The Scribes 
and Phariſees fit in Maſes Seat. All therefore what- 8 
ſoever they bid you obſerve, that obſerve and do. 4 
Some 1 know frame an Argument ſrom hence to ſup: 
port unconverted Miniſters, as if CurnsT ſet them © * | 
up for Teachers: but I conceive that bis true Defign | 

was 10 caution his Followers againſt caſting away || 
Truth, becauje ſuch corrupt Men as be was going | 
to ſhew them to be, keld ii: but whatever they taught 
agreable to Moics Law, be bid them obſerve, yet not 
to do after their Works, for they ſaid and did not. q 1 
And be goes on 19 ſhew, that they ſhut up the King - 
dom of Heaven gainſt Men, and neither went in 
themſelves, not fſuf{-red them that were entering 7 
to go in. He calls 152m blind Guides, and Serpents, * 
that were not like to eſcape the Damnation of Hell, 3 
Ver. 
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er. 13, 16, 33. And what Man ef Senſe can think 
. What our Saviour owned ſuch as his Meſſengers ? 


ude 1 J | 
bey By the falſe Rule mentioned above, ſome have con- 
doe WMemned even the greateſt Points in Religion: as 1 


1 Pink I once ſee an Obſervation of Dr. Mather's 


Put ® pncerning a foreign Number of Heathens who had 
or ue Dealings with the Spaniards ; and they (bolding 
eve at Heathen Notion of there being many Gods ) 
inſt g' d that CHRIST was the worſt of all Gods, 


Wecauſe the Spaniards profeſt themſelves to be Chriſli- 
s, and they were the worſt of all Men. 


"if. 

8 = Another Error near akin to this, is a not diſtin- 
fon | Wiſhing carefully between what is good and what 
bay bad in a Perſon, or Body of People; but to con- 
ing | mn or juſtify all together. To which may be added 
ght e Way of trying to repreſent others Sentiments or 
not Wo aFice in the worſt Colour they can. By reaſon of 


4 ich ſome have become guiliy of Railery, if not the 
 Freach of the ninth Commandment, while they bave 
en eſſaying to cut down Error. 


ing N 
il. J Having ſome Sight of theſe Things, bas made me 
5 —d to watch againſt them in writing this 
had Diſcourſe ; 


DEG „r 


I am jpeaking again? their Miftakes, And I baut 


in this Book. Therefore, though I have ſaid Jome- Wh 
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Dijcourſe 3 and to be tender of Men's Perſons bil 


endeavour d as much as might be to keep from con- 
demning any Number of People at a Lump, but I 
have expreſt plainly what I think to be right, and 
what not among them. Yet flill if the careful Reader 
diſcovers any \ bing of theſe, or other Evils in this 
Treatiſe, impute that to my Infirmity ; but let not 
that hinder your Soul from embracing what | is 
Truth. £1. co 


On mA ay = 


29 


One Thing more I will mention that is often a 
great Hindrance to Men's receiving Truth, and that 
is, a making a wrong Uſe of the Practice of the Godly 
in paſt Ages. How common is it for Men 10 ſay 
that this or that is contrary to what our Fathers held, 
and fo rejeft it ? as if they were our Rule. And 
many ſeem to think that to vary from them, refletts | 
upon their Charaers as if they were corrupt Men, | 
And I expeft the moſt Batteries from this Quarter of 
any, againſt the Truth that I am mainly pleading far 


thing to this in anſwer to an Oljection, yet 1 wil! add 
4 Word here. i 


Solomon was a great and good Man, but yet be 
ſet up the high Places which were moſt provoking t. 
GOD, 


PREFACE. vii 


1. ſhaphat after him were godly Men, and great Refor- 
ners, and yet them bigh Places were not takin away 
4d (% King. 15. 14. and 22. 43.) which afterwards 
„ | Hezckiah aboliſhed, and alſo took away the Braſen 


is I} Serpent, which from Moſes Time to that Day the 


ot Children of Iſrael had Idolized, 2 King. 18. 4. No 
is according to this Language that many uſe. they*might. 
Lade ſaid, ** What ! does this Hezekiah pretend 1% 
* know more than Solomon? and will be condemn. 

a i ** all bis godly Fathers as corrupt Men, who held 
at “ and prafliſed theſe Things?” And yet after all 
1 bis Reformation, and the farther Steps thereof that 
ny bis Grandſon Joliah proceeded in, (2 King. 23—) 
1d, Ml the poor Captives that returned out of Babylon, found 
bat none of them all, nor David neither, though a 
Naa after Gop's own Heart, had kept the Feaſt of 
n, MTabernacles in the Form that GOD's Law deſcribed + 
therefore they reformed that, and kept ſuch a Feaſt, 
as bad not been kept before fince the Days of Joſhua 
de Son of Nun, Neb. 8. 13-17. From all which, 
and much more of the like Nature that might be 
obſerved, we may ſee plainly that the Example of the 
beſt of Men is no juſt Oljection at all againſt our. 
receiving Truth that they did not ſee. Neither is it 


0 be looked upon any Reflection upon thew Charafer, 
B thus 


„cob, Kiog. 11.7, 8: 4nd both Afa and Jeho- 
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thus to vary from them. If we dv not vary froin 
ibe Scriptures we are ſafe and happy. 


Pm 


Now 'tis likely that many when they ſee this Diſ- 
courſe; will be ready to deem it to be Pride and 
Arrogancy for ſuch a Youth to come out in this i 
Form againſt ſo many great, learned, yea and good, 
Men. But I can freely leave that to my divine « 
Maſter, to plead my Cauſe, knowing that a good fl ;1 
Conſcience is better than all the Applauſe of mortal 5 
Men. | 4 


Some of the Reaſons of my coming forth in this 4 
Manner, are as follow. Since the LORD was 1 
pleaſed to call me forth into this great Work of 
Preaching the Goſpel ; as I have had Opportunity 
to improve in that Work in various Places, the! 
Queſtion has often been asd me, eſpecially by the | 
common Miniſters of the Land, What Call I bed 
to, whether ordinary, or extraordinary, mediate 
or immediate? And when we have come to diſ-| 
courſe upon it, it has appeared plain to me, that 
what they hold to be an ordinary Call, is to be 
called only by Men ; and an extraordinary one is t0 
he called of GOD, by the ſpecial Influences of his 
Srixir. For I have beard them g0 through with ah 


0 
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| 2 Deſcription of their Call, and never mention God's - 

om Sent in the Caſe ; but only that they. were edu- 

Þ cared for that Purpoſe, and then were introduced, 
and ordained in an orderly Way. 
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nd Indeed ſome of them will ſay, that they have an 
bis internal Call : but when they come to deſcribe it, 
008 they ſay, « 'Tis a hearty Diſpoſition to ſerve 
ine „ GOD in that Work.” But is it not ſtrange, 
00% that reaſonable Men ſhould reckon this to be a Call 
tal fem GOD ? Do they think there ever was a 
corrupt Man in the World, that went into that 
Work without ſome Diſpoſution to it, which doubt- 
leſs they called a Diſpaſition to ſerve GOD ? Or 
ſbould we allow it to be a fincere D iſpeſi it ion, yet 
ſtill that is not a Call. The moſt that can be made 
17 it is a Willingneſs to be called. Every Saint 
Avben ſtanding as they ought, are willing to do any 
; e that GOD would have them : but ſomething 
uch further than that is needful in order to make 
. hem know that he would have them preach the 

” N ofpel publickly. I would not be underſtood to hold 
orth that there is none which bold Fellowſhip with 
the Scheme that I condemn, that have truly expe- 
rienced a Call from the Srir of GOD into the 
ork of preaching the Goſpel ; for ] believe there 


are eme, though they may not be convinced of the 
Evil, 
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Evil of that Method of going on. But à great 
Part of the Miniſters in the Land evident ly run 
in the Channel that I bave deſcribed above. 


Therefore to return, when I have beard them 
talk in ſuch a Form, it bas pur me upon a more 
cloſe Examination of the Scriptures, and to look 
more critically into the Nature of theſe Things : 
(Ir much of what I have here written, I knew 
experimentally before I did dofrinally, Prov. 16. 23.) 

And after much Search, and crying to the LORD 
for Direction, though it never was my Diſpoſition 
from a. Child to appear ſingular from others, yet J 
have been conſtrained ts appear againſk many in 
this Point. I waited long and attended diligently to 
what others could ſay ; J ſaid, Days ſhould ſpeak, 
and Multitude of Years ſhould teach Wiſdom. 
But great Men are not always wiſe : therefore 


I ſaid, I will anſwer my Part, I alſo will ſhew| 


my Opinion, Fob 32. 7,9, 17. For I am per- . 


ſwaded that many godty People, being traditianally 4 
trained up in that way, think it is a Goſpel- Way: 


but being ſo clearly convinced that it is not, it has 
appeared clear Duty to me not to hide my Candle 
under a Buſhel, but to hold up the Light which 
COD bath given me, far the God ef ot bers. 


Another 


PREFACE xi, 


pat Another Motive to my publiſhing this Treatiſe. is 
un fl this, that when the LORD is carrying on a glori- 
ous Work for the Good of Souls at any Time, thafe 
who ſtand againſt it, will firſk try as much as 

poſſible to pick ſome Flaw in the Preaching or the 
Conduct of his Miniſters, that he improves to carry 
it on; but if they cannot get any Advantage that. 
Way, but are forced te own that ſome notabls 
Things are ſaid, or done : Then the laſt Shift they 
have to make is, By what Authority doſt thou 
theſe Things ? And who gave thee this Au- 
thority ? Mat. 21. 23. Ads 4. 7. Therefore it 
bas appeared duly to me, to ſhew what the Autho- 
rity of CHrIsT's Miniſters is, and how they come 
by it : and alſo by this, to clear my own Soul from 
partaking of the Sin ef this Generation in theſs 
Things. And while I bave been writing upon theſe 
Points, the Work of a Goſpel-Miniſter has open · 
d with freſh Clearneſs and Weight to my Soul; 
and has made me cry, Oh! that while 1 am writ- 
ing to others, I may never be negligent, but may 
e made faithful in this great Work my ſelf ! 
A bat was mainly upon my Mind, was to deſcribs 
the Call, and the Characters of Cyx1sT's Meſ. 
ſengers, and how they differ from others: but 
in proſecuting this Theme, I have ſet down many 
If Things that are of common Concernment, and if 
tber Fightly received may be beneficial 10 all. 


Let 


Tes none think me to be an Enemy to Learn- 


ing becauſe of what I have ſaid in this Book: for 4 


Mu? Learning 1 what 1 highly prize : 22 clear pc 
undorſt anding of the proper Uſe of Language, and he 
the Meaning of Words, whereby Men have ſuch le 
s Priviledse of conveying their Ideas to each other, fl > 
ic very beneficial for all; and a clear Knowledge 


of the Things of Nature, and of the Affairs of 


Mankind, c. is good in its Place, and I wiſh there f, 
war much more of it in the VVorld than there is. 
But then tbere are a great many Notions that ſome 
pake much Time to learn that do no good: and 
what is worſe, it is evident that in our Colleges 
many learn corrupt Principles, not only about what 
makes a Miniſter, but alſo about what makes a 
Chriſtian ; for it is too notorious to be denied, that 
many Scholars that have come out of College of late, 
are rank Arminians. Yet were it not fo, it is 
borrid Preſumption to pretend to limit the Moſt WY 
High to any Schools, or Bodies of People whatſo- WM. 
ever, and to fay that he ſball have none for his 

Ambaſſadors but ſuch as Men have trained fer 
that Purpoſe in their way. ; 


How terrible are thoſe Interrogations ? Who 
bath directed the Spikrr of the Lok, or being 
kis Counſeller, bath taught him? Jſai. 40. 13. 

. > : a x And ; 
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And again, Who is like me, and who will ap- 
point me the Time? And who is that Sep- 


herd that will ſtand before me? Sure! the 
leaſt of the Flock ſhall draw them out, Jer 


* 


50. 44, 45. 


When I have been writing on theſe Things, 
ſometimes my Belly hath been as Wine which bab 
no Vent : and to expreſs what was in my Heart 
has been very refreſhing, by Reaſon of which, thit 
Diſcourſe is drawn out to a much greater length 
than was firſt deſigned. And now ſo many Things 
crowd in upon my Mind that I ſcarce know where 
to end: but I muſt break off. ----- 


Now kind Reader, if thou ſindeſt any Benefit to 
thy Soul by this Treatiſe, give all the Glory unte 


600, and pray for your Soul's Friend to ſerve 2 
Ar GOD ſhall give Opportunity. 


| Middleborough, 
Dec. 18. 1753. 


ISAAC BACKUS. 
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CHAP. 1. 


The Introduction, ſhewing the right 
Uſe of the Scriptures,and how God's 
People are guided by them in theſe 
Days. And the main Queſtion 
ſlated and explained. 5 


NE very great Means that God bas 
been pleaſed to make uſe of from the 
beginning for the Recovery and Salva- 
tion of loſt Men, has been the Preach- 
ing of his Word: And therefore in 
F very Age he has called, and ſer apart particular 
Nen for that Purpoſe. Jude ſpeaks of Enoch's 
Propbeſyiag, Jude 14. And Noab is called a 
Preacher of Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 5. And we 
are told that God at ſunary Times, and in divers 
anners ſpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers by 
he Prophets, Heb. 1. 1. And in latter Times, 
hough the preaching of the Croſs is to them that 
errſh Fooliſhneſs : yet unto them that are ſaved, it 
s the Power of God, 1 Cor. 1. 18. A 

| C Hence 
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11 Hence it is a Truth allowed in general by all 
if Perfuaſions, that the publick preaching of the 
J Word, is an Ordinance of divine Appointment. 
| But then there is a great Diverſity of Sentiments, 
| about how Men are to be qualified and introduced 
| | into this great Work. Multitudes place their 
| 


aa = £A ww = As 


| Qualifications more in human Learning, than in 
divine Enlightnings 3 and place their "Authority 
| more in being externally called, and ſet apart by 
+ Men, than in being internally called by the 
h Spirit of God. Yea, many ſeem to make no 
. Mecount of the. latter, but ſet it aſide as an 
8 Thing, not to be expected in theſe 

ays.” And the main Argument that is com- 


ö 

b monly brought to prove this is, that the Bible 
| is compleated, and the Days of Inſpiration are 
' 


i 

| ceaſed; therefore to hold that any are by the 
Sp irit and Power of God in theſe Days, called 
1 . ſent forth into this Work, this they ſay, is 

| giving heed to new Revelations : for it is nd 
| 


! where expreſſed in Scripture, that this or thay 
| Mao, is, or ever will be called to preach the 
| Goſpel. But though I believe with all my Hear 
* the Cannon of the Scripture is full; and thats 
there is a Curſe denounced againſt any that ſhall 
add to, or diminiſh from it, Rev. 22. 18, 19 : yet 
| J am far from thinking that | it is juſt to concluct 
bt from hence, that the Lord does not in theſe Days 
1 as really call and direct his Servants by his Spirit a 
he did in old Time: yea, to deny this, is to contradit 
a great Part of the Scriptures, as I truſt will here 
after be made appear. This Argument the Paps/t: 
an 


„„ ,, to Bt mw 00. oa, a. > a> 


2 


an Internal Cal L to-preach the Gosye. xg 


and many others make uſe of 2 Aſſurance, 
and it is as good there as here; for it is no more 
recorded in Scripture that this or that Perſon in 
our Days is, or ever ſhall be converted, than it is 
that any Perſon is, or ſhall be called to preach 
the Goſpel. 


But the Truth is, the Scriptures are given as 
our only perfect Rule, which is able to build us 
up, and to give us an Inheritance among all them 
which are ſan#ftified, through Faith which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Act. 20. 32. 2 Tim. 3. 15. And 
it is the Spirit of God, and that alone that in- 
lightens our Minds to underſtand his Word aright, 
and that ſhews Men their Condition and their 
Duty, and guides his People into all Truth, Job. 
16—When he ſers home the Law upon a Sin- 
ner's Conſcience, he is made to know that he is 
a guilty Soul before God, as certainly as if his 
Name was expreſt in God's ſacred Book: for it 
lays open his particular Sins, and charges them 
home upon his Conſcience with Power; and thus 
the Word of God becomes a Diſcerner of the 
= Thoughts and Intents of the Heart, Heb. 4.12. So 

when a Soul has a Diſcovery of Chriſt, he ſees 
him not only to be a Saviour in general, but alſo 
that he is juſt ſuch a Saviour as he needs; and 
God's Language to ſuch as find Grace in the 
Wilderneſs is, Zea, I have loved thee with an 


everlaſting Love, therefore with Loving kindneſs 


bave I drawn. thee, Jer. 31. 2, 3. I know there 
has been much Diſpute in our Day on this Point, 
| 1, e.. Whether 
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i. e. Whether the firſt Act of ſaving Faith be 


«a believing that Chriſt is mine, or no—“ 
But I apprehend that this Similitude, if rightly 
conſider'd, may help much to clear this Matter: 
namely, Chriſt's being compared to the Sun: 
The Lord God is a Sun — And unto you that fear 
my Name, ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs arije— 
Pſal. 84. 11. and Mal. 4. 2. Now the Sun in his 
Being, Luſture and Glory is the Object for us to 
view, but then it is impoſſible for us to behold 
it, but its Rays appear to point as directly to ue, 
as if there was not another Perſon in the World 
for it to ſhine upon : and we partake ( as it 
were ) of the whole Benefit of its Influences ; and 
yet *tis as free for Thouſands of others as for us. 
So Jeſus Chriſt in his perſonal Glories, and me- 
diatorial Fulneſs, as revealed in the Goſpel, is 
the Object of Faith: but when any Soul is 
brought to behold his Glories, them eternal Rays 
of Light and Love ſhine down particularly upon 
him, to remove his Darkneſs, heal his Wounds, 
and ſhed immortal Bleſſings on his Soul; fo that 


he has a whole Saviour; and yet ſtill he is free i 


for whoſoever will. 


And thus God alſo leads his People in Duty, 
by applying home his Truth, not barely by 
ſuggeſting particular Words into our Minds, 
but by cauſing divine Light to ſhine into our 
Underftandings, and giving us to view his Word 
as it is, and ſo applying the Truths therein re- 


corded to our particular Caſes and Circumſtanees. 


And 


And though many abuſe the Scriptures greatly, 
nd Words may many Times come into their 
inds without their Underſtandings being enlight- 


ned, which they may improve very foreign from, 
yea Contrary to, what was originally defign'd 


herein : yet that is no juſt Argument at all againſt 


he People of God's having true Teaching in this 


atrer : Though it ſhews the Importance of 
aking good Heed in the Caſe, and carefully to 
ompare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual, and to 
icw the Analogy of the Scripture, 1 Cor. 2 13. 


Some ſay, that for any of the Words of Scrip- 
ure to be brought in with Power upon our Minds, 
nd we take them to be the Voice of God to us, 
his is giving Heed to new Revelations, becauſe 
hem Words were (ſpoken to others long ago: but 
he Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 15. 4.) That WRAr- 
o EVER Things were written afore time, were 
ritten for our Learning, that we through Patience 
4 Comfort of the Scriptures migh: have Hope. 
hat was ſpoken to any of God's People of old 
Directions or Commands to Duty, is of conſtant 
ſe now to guide his People in like Caſes; as faith 


Me Apoitle, All Scripture 1s given by Inſpiration of 


od: and is profilable for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteoujneſs ; 
bat the Man of God may be per fett,ithorougbly furniſo- 
unto ALL good VVarks, 2 Tim. 3. 15,—17. 


The ſame alſo may be ſaid of the Promiſes. 
ere obſcrve how the Author to the - Hebrews: 
teaches 
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in a Courſe of practical Religion, and. to be con 
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teac hes us to improve the Scriptures in this Reſpect 
When he was exhorting them Saints to perſever, 


tent with all the Alotments of divine Providence 
he gives them this Graund of Support, for them 
to reſt upon, viz. For be bath ſaid, I will neve 
leave thee, nor forſake thee, Heb. 13. 5. Nou 
this was a particular Promiſe that was made tc 
Foſhua, to encourage him to go on boldly in that 
great Work of leading 1/rael into Canaan, Joſh. 1 

5. And many of our late Teachers would be ready 

to ſay, that if any ſhould receive Comfort from 
them Words coming with Power upon theidjS* 
Hearts, that they were giving Heed to new Re 
velations therein: but the Apoſtle applies it a Ti 
belonging to all Souls in every Age, that are en th; 
gaged in the Work of God, and in going on id! 
his Ways, that thev may reſt upon it, and ma ſer 
boldly lay, The Lord is my Helper, I will not fea 
what Man can do unte me: in which he biing 
in allo the triumphant Language of holy David 
as what may be rightly uſed by God's Peopli 
in general that cleave near unto him, Pſal. 1 18. K 


know Scripture Language is awfully uſed, and 
dreadfully abuſed by many Souls; yet that is ne 
Argument againſt uſing of it in a right Manner 
But I ſhall not enlarge further here; though ſome 
thing of this ſeemed needſul to lay the Founda 
tion, and to prepare the Way for the followint 
Diſcourſe. And now to come to what is main 
deſigne 
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Neſigned in this Treatiſe; I ſhall lay down this 
plain ' Aﬀertion, namely, 


* That in order for any Man in theſe Days to be 
truly an Ambaſſador of the Loa p or 
ny Hoss, he muſt experience eſſentially the ſame 
Internal Call that all bis Meſſengers did of 
a eld, both in the Old Teſtament and the New. 


This I ſhall firſt explain a little, and then go 
on to prove it. Now no Doubt but Perſons in 
general that are much acquainted with Language, 
Rel can eaſily diſtinguiſh between the Effence of a 
ie Thing, and ſome Circumſtances and Appendages 
that attend it And in this Cafe, I think, there is 

a plain Diſtinction to be made between the Eſ- 
ſence of the Call of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and ſome Things that attended their Call, and 

Work. 


As, r. Some of them when they were called, 
ad a ſtrange viſionary Diſcovery of Things. 
zekiel had ſuch Views of the Glory of God, and 
he Retinue of his Attendants, as was very ſhock- 
and ing, and made him fall on bis Face, &c. Chap. 1. 
s And many Things of the like Nature we have 
anti recorded in Scripture concerning others, which are 
mel dot commonly experienced row, And as to their 
— Work; a Part of it was to write the Scriptures, 
wind which | have no Thought that any will be called 
ain to in our Days. 
Ine 


2. There 
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2. There were many Miracles and extraordif\a 
Things that were wrought by them to confirm 
the Truth of the Meſſages they brought, to thoſe 
who had not received God's revealed Mind and 
Will before; at leaſt thoſe Parts of it that they 
then brought. Mark 16. 20. Confirming the Vor 
with Signs following. Now as to this, and alſo 
the extraorcinary Gift of Topgues z whether they 


will be given or no to God's Servants when thoſe 


Nations ſhall be brought in which hitherto have 
not known the Word of the Lord, I leave with 
him that orders all Things, to determine ; and to 
the Conſideration of thoſe that are wiſe of Heart.“ 
Again, There is chis to be oberen that! in 
different Periods of the Church, the Lord's Ser- 
vants have different Works to do in many Par- 
ticulars, according to the different Circumſtances 
that the Church is in. 28 


Moſes had many particular Works to do, in 


bringing Ifrae] out of Egypt ; and Jeſbun in lead- 


ing them into Canaan, that none of God's Servants 
The ſame alſo might be ſaid Þ 
concerning their returning from Babylon to re build 


had, in after Ages. 


* ] think I once happened to ſee a printed Letter of Dr 
Warrs's, in which he mention'd Mr. Enwarps's Sermon 
on the Trial of the Spirit, preach'd at New Haun 1741: 
and he approved of the main of the Sermon : but withal 
ſaid, He was not of Mr. Epwarps's Mind about the Gift 
of Tongues being ceaſed ; for he believed it would be re. 
ſtored again when the Heathen Nations ſhould come in. 
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Jeruſalem! 
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Fernſalem and the Temple: And again of the 


aboliſhing of the Jewiſh Ceremonies, and of 
nn the Goſpel Church, c. Every Period 


may have ſome "Things peculiar to that Time. 


But then I fully agree with the excellent Dr. 


FRANCK, that © though it cannot be ſaid that 


« every believing Chriſtian muſt do the very 
« fame Works, which were done by Maß, 
« Abraham, Moſes and others; yet ought every 
« one to follow the Faith of thoſe godly Men, 


* 


« and to ſhew, and exert the ſame with ſull 
« Power and Energy, in that State and Condi- 


« tion wherein God has placed him, and in 
« thoſe Circumſtances which are daily offered: 
« and in ſo doing, he may be fully aſſured, that 
« he alſo ſhall fee the Glory of God. as well 
« as they of Old did experience the ſame.” * 


1 will illuſtrate this Matter a little farther 
here by a familiar Inſtance. The Apoſtle Paul's 
Converſion, in the Manner and Circumſtances 
df it, was uncommon and very extraordinary, 
de 9. 3. Ce. A Light at Nyon Day, ſhined round 
im above the Brightneſs of the Sun; the Lord ſpake 
0 him with an audable Voice; he was ſtruck to the 


ound; was ſtruck blind, and eat nothing for three 


Days, Sc. Now theſe are Things winch Per- 
ſons do not commonly experience, when they 
are converted in, our Days: And yet the El 
ſeace and Nature of his Converſion, as he de- 
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See Fe Treatiſe of the Fear if Man, P. 169 9. 
D 


{cribss 
* 


Internal CALL to preach the Gosr ETI. 23, 


—— 


* 3 
= of = — RXV $<I- ww Þ — — —_— ah + +. = < 
* 1 * - — — 
— CY « * — 


* 
14 
\ 
4 


— — — — — - ha. » 


24 The NATURE and/ NR ESSITT of 


ſcribes it himſelf, in the 7th Chapter of his Epiſ- 
tle to the Romans; and the 3d to the Philipi- 
ans, is the ſame that all Souls in every Age 
muſt experience, or they can never enter into 
the Kingdom of Gcd. 


So I look upon it in this Cafe : though ſome 
Things were uncommon in the Call, and Work 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles ; yet eſſentially 
Theirs was the ſame with all true Miniſters of 
Chriſt in our Days: as I ſhall proceed to prove. 
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iy Te Proof of the Point, that God's 
of Meſſengers now, have eſſentially the 
fame internal Call, as they had of 
Old; by four Arguments, 


. 
„ 
; 


kn. 


HE Eſſence of the Call of all God's Meſ- 
ſengers of Old, as I take it, was their 
being, by the Work of his Spirit, on their 
Hearts, commiſſionated, and ſent forth in his Name, 
to labour for the Recovery and Salvation of per- 
iſſing Men.— And that Men mult experience the 
eme, before they can truly be Amhaſſadors of 
EChriſt now; I think will appear evident from 
cle following Conſiderations. 


— 5 
44232 Oo Pe 


* 
** 
h il 
* 
* 
. 
M4 
* " 
4 
* 
1 
1 
: 
* > \ 
{LM 
v4 © 
: 
5 
* 
"= 
[ ary 
. 


_ 


\ 2. * 


1229 * bo — os * = __ 
a wo 4 — _S k - = 
* — k, U wv - 
Wy „ — py 
_—— & I . —— 


22 


„ 


I. They perſonate the ſame eternal God that 

| his Meſſ-ngers did of Old.— Moſes was bid 

to tell the People, I AM zath ſent me unto you, 

Exod. 3. 14. And Ezekiel was to fay, Thus ſaith 

Ie Lord God, whether they would hear, or whether 

Icy would forbear, &c. Ezek. 2.4, 5. So now in 

Bice Times, them that have the Word of Reconci- 

Hation committed to them, are amoayacers for Corift, 
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as though Cod did beſeech you by us ; we pray you 
in CHRIST's Stead, be ye reconciled to God, 2 
Cor. 5. 20. And ſurely it is as great a Thing 
to go in the Name of the great JEHOVAH, 
to treat with the Children of Men now, as ever 
it was: therefore they have as much need of 
being particularly and powerfully called and ſent 
By Him now, as heretofore : How ſhall they 
preach except they be ſent, Rom. 10. 15. 


IT. God is as near to his Church now as for- 
merly ; and therefore there needs none to be 
ſubſtituted in his Room, to chuſe out, and ſend 
forth his Minrſters. This Notion that the Am- 
paſſidors of the Lord of Hoſts now, have not 
their Call and Commiſſion ſealed to them by the 
divine Spirit as clearly and powerfully, as they 
had of Old, feems to be founded upon an Ap- 
prehenſion that God is gone farther off from his 
Church in theſe Days than he was then: like 
King that vifits his Subjects in various Parts of his 
Dominion, and gives them Rules and Directions 
concerning their Behaviour, and appoints Officers 
over them; and then returns to his Palace, and 
leaves them to chooſe others afterwards ; and ſo\W1s 
to tranfact Affairs in his Abſence. 
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But though it is very natural for fallen Men 4 
ro conceive thus of the divine Being; yet ſueh Je 
"things are highly provoking to his ſacred Ma be 
je(ty. This ſeems to be the Sin that Iſrael was ſo 
guilty of in asking them a King. Before that the 
Jord was near to them whenever they ſought 

him 
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you ſl him in Truth; and did from Time to Time 
2 raiſe up and ſend Judges and Leaders to them, 
ing juſt as he pleaſed : but they could not bear to 
H, Þ have their Leaders thus from God, and to be 
er obliged always to go to him for them: Nay (faid 
of they) but let us have a King like the reſt of the 
ent Nations, 1 Sam. 8. 5, 7, 19. So that the Lord 
bey tells Samuel that in this they have not rejected thee, 

hut they have rejected me, that I ſhould not reign 

over them. A putting God afar off is the Root of 
for- all Evil; therefore he ſums up the Cauſe of his 
deſtroying the Fews by the Babylonian Captivity, 
in theſe Words, They ſay the Lord bath for- 
aten the Earth, and the Lord ſeeth not.--- Ezek. 


not 9. 9. And as they put him far away in other 
the Things, ſo they did particularly in this, of ſend- 
hey ing forth bis Meſſengers; and they held, that Men 
Ap- were put in to do it in bis Room: which appears 
his evident by the Letter that SHemaiab the Nebela- 


mite 2 Dreamer) ſent from Babylon about the 
ſame Time, to Zephaniah and the reſt of the Prieſts 


Wat 7eruſalem, ſaying, The Lord hath made thee Prieſt 
cersMin/tead of Fehoiada the Prieſt, that ye ſhould be Of- 
and WMficers in the Houſe of the Lord, for every Man t hat 
d ſo ie mad, and maketh himſe!f a Prophet, that thou 


W [bouldeſt put bim in Priſon, and in the Stocks. Now 
therefore, why haſt thou not reproved Feremiah of 
Menu Anaihoth which MAKETH HIMSELE a Prophet to you, 
ſuch Jer. 29. 25, 26, 97. Note alſo the Method that 
Ma- be preſcribes for to ſtop Deceivers: it is not by 
| was ſound Doctrine to convince the Cain ſayers; (Tit. 
1. 9.) but with Force and Cruelty, to put 
them in Priſon and in the Stocks. And ſuch 
| is 
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4s the Method that many have taken in out 
Days. 


| The very Body of Atichrift conſiſts in ſeting his 
Man up in Chriſt's Place; as ſaich the Apoſtle, 
I ho oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf above all that it 
called God, or that is worſhiped ; ſo that be as God 
Heth in the Temple of Cid, ſhewing himſelf that hee 
ic God, 2 Ihell, 2. 4. Agreable to which, is 
what Luther ſays to the Pope, ( who pleads as 
much for a Succeſſion down from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, as any do in our Land) ſays he, How 
% unlike is Chriſt to his Succefſurs ? who ye 
£ would be his Vicars: and I fear many are fa 
ec too properly. A Vicar is of one abſent. Ifure 
* the Pope be Preſident, Chriſt being abſent, 
cc what is he other than Chriſt's Vixar ? But 
„ what then is that Church, but a Multitude 
£ without Chriſt ? And what is ſuch a Vicar, 
C but Antichriſt and an Idol?“ f 
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And ſurely there is ſomething of Antichriſt inf 
this Scheme, of holding, That what was peculiar 
to Chriſt formerly (namely the commiſſionatingl 
and ſending forth his Miniſters) is now left with 
Mente do: at leaſt here is the Number of hi 
Name, which is the Number of a MILAN, Rev. 13. 18. 
Bat though Man be fer up thus in God's Place 
be many, yet we are told, that the Lord bath choſer * 
Aim: be hath deſred it for his Havitation (and 97 
ſays) this is my Rejt FOREVER 7: here will I dwell; 
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aut for I bave deſired it, Pſal. 132. 13-16. And 
here he will call forth, direct and bleſs his Mini- 
ſters, and will yet clothe them with Salvation, that 
angie Saints may ſhout' aloud for Foy: | 
le, 
if III. The Children of Men; yea the Children 
»08Wf God, are no more capable of chuſing out and 
bending forth, meet Perſons for this great Work 
, iow, than they were in old Time. If Samuet 
asMhat faithful Servant of the Lord, when he was 
hisFent by his immediate Command, to anomt a Per- 
oon for another Work, was not capable of chuſing 
yetÞut the right Man himſelf ; yea, though he was 
> ſofftold what Family he ſhould come out of; then 
IiWurely God's Servants now are not equal to this 
2nt,EWreat Work of chuſing out, and ſending forth his 
But Meſſengers from among the vaſt Crouds of the 


udeW@hildren of Men. 
car, 


The Reafon that the Lord gave to Samuel, 
. Wy he was not fit, of himſelf, to chuſe out a 
Wc: Perſon to ſer over his People Iſrael, was 


liar care Man looks on the outward Appearance, buf 

UN 1 looks on the Heart, 1 Sam. 16. 7. and that 

47 ealon ſtands as good now as then. Man looks 
8 


be outward Appearance; and therefore he is al- 
ays prone to chuſe the wife, the noble, and 
arrſed of this World : but we are told, thar 
od hath choſen the fooliſh Things of the World, to 
found the wife ; and Cd bath chofen the weak 
ings of the World, to confound the Things that 
% e mighty 3 and baſe Things of the World, and 

„inge that are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, yea. and 
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Things which are nat, to bring to nought Things fl x 
that are: that no Fleſh ſhould. glory in his Preſence, 
x Cor. 1. 27, 28, 29. Again, Man is not fit for 
this great Work ; for he is prone to get proud 
and ſelfiſn, and then he will encourage none but 
what will fute ſome ſelfiſh Intereſt. See how 
early this appeared, even in the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves : and it was foon checked by our Saviour. 
In their Journey to Capernaum, the Diſciples got 
to diſputing, who ſhould be greateſt. Pride, and a 
Notion of Greatneſs was got up, and ſee how it 
diſcovers iiſelf: When Chriſt asked, what was it 
that ye diſputed among your ſelves by the Way ? 
After ſome Pauſe, Jobn anſwered him ſaving, 
Maſter, we faw one caſting out Devils in thy Name, 
and be followeth not US ; and we forbid him, be- 
cauſe be followeth not US. But Fejus ſaid, Forbid th. 
him not: for he that is not againſt us, is on our 
Part, Mark 9. 3340. 


Obſerve Chriſt's Diſciples were inclined to af! 
ſame that to themſelves then, even when he wa 
perſonally with them, that Multitudes have done 
in latter Days: but you ſee how ſharply he req 
proves them for it ; and can we think that het 
will allow it in any now ? b 

Once more, 

IV. Another Argument that I ſhall mention tc 
prove that Miniſters now ſhould have (as to tb 
Nature of it) the ſame Call that all God's Mei 
ſengers had of old, is, that their Work is efſential. 
as great. The Work of God's Servants heretv 
fore, was to go in his Name to labcur for 

Recovei 
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e, the ſame now. 


Jr 

id Indeed in that Part of their Work of writing 
the Holy Scriptures, they laid the Foundation, 
| 


and we are to build thereon : as the Church is 
n- ſaid to be built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
r. Wand Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt bimſelf being the chief 
ot Corner Stone, Eph. 2. 20. 


But then as to their Work of warning Sinners 
to awake and turn to God, as they would eſcape 
eternal Wrath : This is as great now as ever it 
15» was; and a being unfaithful in it, is as dreadful 
ne, Jas ever. The Lord told Ezekiel that if he did 
be-Wnot faichfully warn the- Wicked, they would die in 
their Iniquity, but their Blood ſhonld be required at 
bis Hand. Nevertheleſs, if be did faithfully warn 
them, and they would not turn: then they ſhould die 
Ws iheir Iniquity, but he had delivered his Soul, Ezek. 
3. 8, 9. 80 Miniſters in theſe Days, are ſec 
go watch for Souls, as thoſe that muſt give an Ac- 
bunt, Heb. 13. 17.--- And immortal Souls are as 
drecious now; and their Blood is as dreadful to 
inſwer for, as ever it was: O! therefore how 
an any one dare to enter into this great Work 
at any Time, without knowing that they are cal- 
ed and commiſſionated by him that is able, and 
aithfal to carry them ſafely through it? Yea 
Nouga they were invited into this Work by never 
many of the Children of Men. 
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Again, the Work of feeding God's Flock (that 
oven | 
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Recovery and Salvation of loſt Men,; and it is 
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is dear to him as the Apple of his Eye) is as ill * 
great now as ever it was. And as his Flock is 17 
ſo peculiarly dear to him; ſo be has always re- 
ſerved this Prerogative to himſelf alone, to chuſe C 
out, and appoint meet Perſons over them to feed 
them. When our Savioar had been ſpeaking of ſ: 
the Importance and Blefſedneſs of Saints ftand- 2 
ing always on their Watch ; Peter asked whe- B 
ther he ſpake that unto them, or even to all. In 
anſwer to which he ſpake ſomething to them . 
concerning their particular Work. Luke 12. 35, 1% 
ro 43. And the Lord ſaid, who then is that faith- 
ful and wiſe Steward, whom Bis LORD SHALL MAKE N 
Rutter over HIs Housholp, to give them their 1. 
Portion of Meat in due Seaſon ? Bleſſed is that Ser- lia 
vant whom bis Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo do- 
ing. Here you ſee that it is the Lord that ſets 
Perſons over his Houſhold, to be Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. and to feed bis 
Sheep and Lainbs, Joh. 21. 15, 16. Alſo the 
Apoſtle plainly holds forth, to the Elders of the, 
Church of Epheſus, that they were ſer over that] 
Flock by the ſpecial Call and Inffuences of the 
divine Spirit. Says he, Take Heed therefore untof 
your ſelves, and to all the Flock over the which the 
HorLy Grosr bath MaDE You OVERSEERS, to feed 


the Church of God, which be hath purchaſed with his 10 
own Blood, Acts 20. 28. How can it be truly oy 


faid that a Man is ſet over a Flock by the Holy 
Ghoſt, if they are not called into this Work by ul 
his ſpecial Influences? Without this, if all the © 
Men in this World ſhould approbate them; yet 
in God's Sight they run before they are ſent. 


| 
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1 have not ſent theſe Prophets ( ſays God) yet 
they ran : I have not ſpoken to them, yet they pro- 
phefied, Jer. 23. 21. O! how many Woes does 
the Lord denounce againſt falſe Paſtors in this 
Chapter? He ſays they ſpeak Peace to his Ene- 
mies, 17. and prophefie Lies in his Name: yet 
of ſays he, 1 ſent them not, nor commanded them: there- 
4. | fore they ſhall not profit this People at all, (Ver. 32.) 
But he ſays he will pour his Vengeance on them: 


and will deliver, and gather his People; and I will 
met up Shepherds over them, which [ball feed them, 


c and they ſhall fear no more, nor be diſmayed, nei- 
5. ther ſhall they be lacking, ſaith the Lord, Ver. 4. 
Now if we conſider what is ſaid in Ver. 7, 8, 
it will appear that what is here ſaid has a pecu- 
liar Reference to theſe laſt Times: ſo again, 
Ver. 20, in the latter Days ye ſhall conſider it per- 
feftly. And I believe that the Time is drawing 
on, more and more, when the Lord will deliver 
his Flock from thoſe that devour them, inſtead 
If feeding of them, Ezek. $4.---- And HE will 
Jive them Paſtors after his own Heart, Jer. 3. 15. 


hell Now then, to ſum up thefe Things in few 
29 ords : Since Goſpel-Miniſters now, perſonate 5 
De ſame eternal God that his Servants did of 1 
d; and ſince He is preſent with his Church to 
2nd them forth, as really now as formerly; ſince KM 
Iſo Man is no more fit for it than heretofore ; | 
nd the Work of watching for Souls as thofe that 
« by wſt give Account, and of feeding God's Flock, 
| chef as great now as ever it was: Therefore I 
onclugde, that ia Order for Perſons rightly to 
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go into that Work in theſe Days, they muſt | 
experience eſſentially the ſame Call from the Lord I 
of Hoſts, that all his Meſſengers did in old Time. 


57 


CHAxr. III. 
i „ 
The Nature of this Call explained. I 
| cc 
14 cc 
—1 1 N the next Place I ſhall come on to ſpeak ſome- . 
4-0 thing of the Nature of this Call, and ſhew Wc 
11 what it is. Fs 
19 cc 
, But here I would firſt obſerve, that as in Con-. 
[i verſhon, the Lord deals variouſly with different 
1 Perſons, as to the Means he uſes, and as to the 


length of Lime that they are under Conviction, 
[ before the Work is accompliſhed ; and alſo as 
to many Circumſtances that attend it; fo that 

no Man can lay out an exact Method, and de- 
| termine that every Sou] which is favingly changed, 
muſt be led exactly in that particular Path: yet 
as to the Eflence of the Change, all experience 
alike, that are truly conyerted : fo it is in a Call 
to preach the Goſpel ; the Means that are uſed, 
and many Circumſtances of it, may be very vari- 
ous, but the Subſtance of the Call is always the 
lame. 


One 
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& | One Thing more I would alſo premiſe before. 
4 1 go on: and that is, that it will be neceſſarily 
.. implied in the following Diſcourſe, That 4 Man 


muſt be a real Saint, in order to bis being truly called 
of God into this Work. 


: I know not how I can expreſs my Thoughts 
better, in few Words, on this Point, than by 
uſing the Words of another“, as followeth,**God 
« has not, indeed, limited the Efficacy of Ordi- 
“ nances by the Character of the Diſpenſer, 
. But yet the Scriptures warrant us to ſay, that 

« wicked Miniſters run unſent, and that God ge- 

« nerally frowns upon and blaſts their Labours, 
de“ Pſal. 50. 10. and Fer. 23. 21, 22, 23. When 
e WJ Souls are entruſted to the Slaves of Satan, we 
« cannot but dread a bad Account of them; 
« for what Concern will theſe feel, or what Care 
« will they take, about the Salvation of others, 
« who feel no Concern for their own Salvation? 
* Miniſters are Men of God, ( 1 Tim. 6. 11.) 
* which ſurely imports Men devoted to his Ser- 
vice, conformed to his bleſſed Image, zealous 
| © for his Honour, animatcd by his Spirit, and 
breathing after Communion and Fellowſhip, 


zed, WF with him. But a Man of God, living with- 
yet out God in the World! a Man of God, whoſe 
-nce* Affections are earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh! 
Call a Maſter of Iſrael, ignorant of the New- 
ed, Birth ! Fob. 3. 10. A Guide to Zion, walking 
var- Ho «vec BᷣBW «4% „„ 

the * See Mr. John Erskine's Sermon before the Sy- 


nod at Glaſgow, 1750. P. 4, 5. 
One a 
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cc jn the Paths that lead to Deſtruction! a Sol- 
« dier of Chriſt, in League with Satan, is a F 
© ſhocking and monſtrous Abſurdity. | 


Having mentioned theſe Things, I ſhall now 
come on to deſcribe what it 1s, to have an inter- 
nal Call to preach the Guſpel.--- There is contain. Nh , 
ed in it, a Diſcovery of the preſent State of 
God's People; - The Treaſure of the Goſpel's 


being open'd and committed to the Soul, and 5 
God's Command therewith, to go and feed his i 
Sheep and Lambs, with ſuch Clearneſs as to an- * 


ſwer all Objections, and ſweetly and powerfully 
to conſtrain the Perſon to go into that great N 


Work. | 2 
1. There is a Diſcovery of the preſent State - 


{ of God's People. This is abſolutely neceſſary, 
411 in order for a Man's being able, rightly to per- 
jk form his Work.--- The Work of God's Meſſen- 
gers is compared to that of a Watchman, both 
9 in the Old Teſtament and New, Ezek. 33. and 
Heb. 13. c. Now it is eſſentially neceſſary, 
in order for a Watchman rightly to perform} 
his Work, that he be firſt ſet where he can 
clearly view the State and Circumſtances of the 
Army, that he may ſee where they are expoſed, | 
and when the Enemy is coming in. How ab- 
ſurd a Thing would it be, for to ſet a Man for 
a Watchman that was blind: or to ſet one in a 
Place where he could ſee little or nothing of the 
Caſe of the People? Every whit as abſurd is it 
to ſet a Man to watch for Souls, who never was 
uo 00 00 OT 
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ſpiritually enlightned from above, and brought 
to ſee the preſent Caſe of the Church, and of 
the World of Mankind as it is. 


- Chriſt ſays of the Phariſees, They be Blind, 
cl Leaders of the blind; and therefore they were all 
"Bl like to fall into the Ditch, Matt. 15. 14. And 
3J%ey ſhewed their Blindneſs greatly in this, that 
- they did not diſcern that Time, Chap. 16. 3: and 
therefore they cried out againſt the great Friend 
of God's People, even the Son of God himſelf, 


'y inſtead of warning them againſt cheir Enemies. 
at Now this Blindneſs, was not the want of hu- 

man Wiſdom and Learning; for they had much 
mh of that: but it was the want of ſpiritual and 


divine Illuminations: as appears evident from 
Jie 10. 21. Thou haſt bid theſe Things from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and haſt revealed them unto 
Bahes, &c. Indeed every Saint has ſome Views 


ind of theſe Things; but to thoſe which the Lord 
* als to be his Watchmen, he gives more ſpe- 
a ial and clear Diſcoveries of them: and we may 
can Nee ſomething of this, in the various Calls that 


Nie bave a particular Account of in Scripture. 


When the Lord called Moſes to go and lead 
ſrael out of Egypt; he ſhewed him clearly the 


for Nondition that they lay in, and what he now MM 

in a . 4 is — 

the eſigned concerning them: ſays he, I have heard ai 

is it be Cry of thy Brethren under their Bondage, and 1 
” come down to deliver them, Exod. 3. 7, &c. So i 

Was ehen the Lord J ab, he ſets b 

zal en the Lord came to call Jeremiah, he ſets be- 


ore him the awful Cafe and Condition that the 


Fews 


38 The NATURE and NRC ESS ITI of 


Fews were then in, and the dreadſul Deſolati- . 
ns that were coming upon them, Fer. 1. 14. / 
&c. The ſame he alſo hewed to Ezekiel, Ezek. WW 4 
9.-.-- This we may alſo obſerve in the New- | / 
Teſtament. In Matt. 9g, latter end, our Saviour In 
ſhews his Diſciples how that the Fields were white & 
to the Harveſt; but the Labourers were few : pray ¶ te 
ye therefore the Lord of the Harveſt to ſend forth ir 
Labourers--- That is, he gave them a View of 
the Condition that immortal Souls lay in then, 
to ſtir up their Souls to thirſt for their Deli- ¶ di 
verance, and to cry for their Help: and the an 
next Thing is, he ſends them forth to labour WL: 
in this Field : as you may ſee in. the begin-. 
ing of the next Chapter. The like you may N 
ſee in Luke 10--- where it appears, that not only. 
the Twelve, but the Seventy were thus ſent, th 


2. In this Call there is contained, a having 
the Treaſure of the Goſpel open'd and commit4 
ted to the Soul. Huw can they preach except they 
be ſent ? as it is written, how beautiful are th 
Feet of them that preach the Goſpel of Peace, and 
bring glad Tidings of good Things, Rom. 10. 15. 
Here the Apoſtle ſhews, not only the Neceſlityf 
of their being ſent, in order for them to preach 
aright; but alſo that thoſe which are ſent, have 
the Treaſure of the Goſpel, and glad Tidings 
committed to them, to bring to immortal Souls. 


When the Lord ſends any, he gives the 

their Errand: Go (ſays he to Moſes) and gatht 
the -Elders of Iſrael together, and ſay unto then 
1 
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- the Lord God f your Fathers,-- appeared unto me, 
. | /aying, I bave ſurely viſited you, and ſeen that 
c. I which is done to you in Egypt. And I have ſaid 
-I will bring you out of the Afflidion of Egypt, 
ar unto the Land of the Canaanites, &c. Exod. 3. 16. 
te &. This having the Goſpel-Treaſure commit- 
ay ted to us, is compared to receiving, and eat- 
th ing Food. 


n, Thy Words were found (ſays Jeremiab) and I 
li- ¶ did eat them, and thy Word was unto me the Foy 
and rejoycing of mine Heart, Jer. 15. 16. And the 
Lord ſays to Ezekiel, Son of Man eat that thou 


in · ¶ndeſt; eat this Roll, and go ſpeak unto the Houſe 
ay [/rael, Ezek. 3. 1. And I apprehend that 
my Jn's eating the little Book, and then being told 


that be muſt propheſie before many People, and Na- 
tions, and Tongues, and Kings, (Rev. 10. 10, 11.) 
ingf@mplies in it ſomething more, than juſt his per- 
nit-Wonal Miniſtry ; and that it reaches co all thoſe. 
they Phat ſhall be called forth as God's Meſſengers 
th fterwards, even until Time ſball be no longer, 
an Ver. 6. ) and till tbe Myſtery of God ſhall be 
1 5.8Þ"1/2ed, (Ver. 7.) | | | 

{ity 


ach I know it is ſaid of Saints in general, that 


have bey /ball not live by Bread alone; but by every 
ling” 14 that proceedetb out of the Mouth of God, 
ouls latt. 4.4. But bis Miniſters not only eat it for 


heir own Souls Nouriſhment, but they receive, 
it were the whole Treaſure of the Word, 
o feed others with alſo. Hence the Lord fays 
o Ezekiel, Fill thy Bowels with this Roll that 4 
F give 


the 
gat! | 
then 

1 
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have the Key of God's Promiſe, by which he 


give thee, Ezek. 4 3. And the Apoſtle com- ö 
pares it to a Veſſel's being filled with Food, or 
Treaſure to feed others with : We have this 
Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of ÞÞ 7 
the Power may be of Cod, and not of us, 2 Cor. 

4. 7. 


By the Treaſare of the Goſpel's being com- f 
mitted to Men, I would not be underſtood, to I 
hold forth, that they have an inherent Stock 
| hag them, ſo that they can do without con- 
tant Supplies from above. No, by no Means : 
for without conſtant Supplies from Chriſt, as IL. 
the Branch has from the Vine, we can do nothing, Nhe 
Joh. 15. And to allude to the Similitude juſt Myr 
now mentien'd, we can no more feed God's 
People aright without his conſtant Help, than 
an Earthen Veſſel could convey Food to a Mul- 
titude, and diſtribute to each one their Portion, 
without a living Hand to uſe it. But yet each? 
one that God ſends has his Promiſe, that he will 
be with them alway, even unto the End of the 
World, Matt. 28. 20. And that his Grace ſhall 
be ſufficient for them, 2 Cor. 12. 91 Therefore 1 
will mention one Similitude more, and that is,. 
they are called Stewards : Stewards of the My/*| 
eeries of God; 1 Cor. 4. r. And Stewards over God's 
Honuſhold, to give them their Portion of Meat in due 


1 
Seaſon, Luke 12. 42. Now the Proviſions for the m 
Houſhold, are laid up in the Covenant of Grace 
in Chriſt Jeſus: but every one of his Miniſters, im, 


may (ſo to ſneak) unlock this glorious Store- " 
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Houſe ; and find Grace to help in every Time of 
Weed, Heb. 4. 16. So that being ſtrong in the 
race that is in Chriſt Feſus, (2 Tim. 2. f.) he may 
ſbew himſelf a Workman that needeth not to be 4. 
Hamed, rightly dividing che Word of Truth, V. 18. 


3. When a Perſon has thus a Diſcovery of 

the preſent State of Mankind, and has che Trea- 

1 Bf ſures of God's Word committed to him; God's 
Command comes therewith in ſuch Clearneſs as 
k to anſwer all Objections, and ſweetly and pow- 
n- erfully ro conſtrain him to go into this great 
S: Work. Now it is plain that where - ever the 
as Lord gives a Talent, or Talents to any Souls, 
8» be commands them to improve it faithfully, 
Matt. 25. 14, &c. Luke. 19. 13. His Command 
is, As every Man hath received the Gift, even ſo 


an Wmini/ter the ſame one to another, as good Stewards 
= f the manifold Grace of God, 1 Pet. 4. 10. 
on, | 


S But now a Soul that is brought to view the 
ate of the Children of Men, and to ſee the 
reatneſs of this Work; though he longs for 
eir Salvation, more than for any Thing in this 


re 12 orld, yet Nature will ſtruggle, and many Ob- 
„ ctions will be ready to ariſe in his Mind, a- 
Myj: ainſt going. 

704 5 
17 Moſes pleaded his Meanneſs, that be war nor 
the 


0q'cent ; and that the People would not believe that 


race f had ſent him, &c. But the Lord anſwers . 
ters, Im, by ſhewing the Fulneſt of Help that is in 
h he imſelf, and promiſing to be with him, to carry 


tore 
ouſe; 


him 
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him through that weighty Work : and by his 
divine Authority, he overpowered all his Ob- & 
jections, and conſtrained Moſes to obey him, 
ſee Exod. 4.---- 80 Feremiah ſays, Ab, Lord God, 
behold I cannot ſpeak, for I am a Child. But the 
Lord removes all his Objections with his Com- 
mand, and his Promiſe, (which are ever jon'd NR 
together in New-Covenant Language) ſay not J 
am a Child: for thou ſhalt go to all that 7 ſhall 
ſend thee, and wwhatfoever I command thee thou ſhak 
ſpeak. Be not afraid of their Faces : for I am 
with thee, to deliver thee, ſaith the Lord, Jer. 1. 6, 7,8. 


I obſerved above, that the Lord deals vari- f 
ouſly with different Perſons, as to the Means. 
and Manner of their Call; but ſomething of the 
Nature of theſe Things, is experienced by every - 
one that he ſends forth. They have ſuch Views 
of the Condition that immortal Souls are in, and 
of the Glories of divine Truth, that they arg 
conſtrained by divine Power, and are animateg 
by Love to, and Zeal for the Good of the Chil 
dren of Men, to go and (like Apollos) to ſpeaky 
and teach diligently the Things of the Lord 38 
and that not only in private, but alſo boldly inf 
the Synagogue, As 18. 24, 25, 26. Or in great 
Aſſemblies, when they can have Opportunity 
which is one great Means, by which God! 
People obtain Satisfaction of their being ſent d 
Him ; ard fo bid them God-ſpeed, as Aquila, 
and Priſcilla, and the Brethren at Epheſus did ti 
Apollos, Ver. 27. 
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Marxs by which CarisT's Miniſters 
may he known 2255 all others. 


T is likely that many when they read this 
Diſcourſe, may be ready to ſay, that to hold 
: ſuch à Call as I plead for, will open a Door 
ari- for lntruders: for many deluded Souls may fancy 
themſclves called of God, and how can we know 
tell who are called of God, and who not? Anſwer, 
Chriſt's Miniſters may be known from all Deceiv- 
ers under Heaven ; Firſt by their declaring the 
whole Counſel of God. Secondly, by their Lives 


\ i. A — 1 — - © — 
#4 2 — need — — — ww oo et + 
m_— . — * 5 = — 
- war E EL * 8 — 2 * A * 


red being agreable thereto. Thirdly, by their Ma- 
mile ei's coming with them, and aſſiſting, and bleſſ- 
ok Bog of them in their Labours. 

id Firſt, They may be known by their preaching 
Tool he whole Counſel of God. Paul ſays of him- 
rv W<!f, and his Companions, We are not as many 
0d that corrupt the Word of God, 2 Cor. 2. 17. And 
nt off 2g2in, We Have renounced the hidden Things of 


Difhonefly, not walking in Craftineſs, nor handling 
the Word of God deceitfully, but by Manifeſlation of 
the Truth, commending our ſelves to every Man's 

. e in the Sight of God, Chap. 4. 2. With- 
| out 
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23. 26. Here obſerve, both are for cleanſing, | 
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out a Man brings this, all the Commendation 
that Men can give, will never ſatisfy a ſerious 0.7: 
Perſon's ra they are Tent of God. MH 
*Tis the Voice of a Stran that Chriſt's Sheep to 
will nos follow, Joh: 10. 7 r uh : 
an 

One great Difference between true and falſe I 
Teachers, lies in the Manner of their attempt- Ne 
ing the Change, and Reformation of Men. All 
hold that Men ſhould be Hely ; and therefore li. 
Teachers in general, will in ſome ſort labour ton. 
make them ſo : But then one begins at the out- 
ſide, and the other within. Tgnorant blind 
Guides will call Sinners to break off from groſs 
Sins; to reform their Lives, and make a Profeſ. 
ſion of Religion, and the like; and then tell, 
them that they are ſafe enough; at leaſt that 
they are in a fair Way : and ſo they heal the 
Hurt of the Daughter of God's People ſlightly, ſay- o 
ing Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace, Jer. 8.80 
11. But God's faithful Servants call Men to pe 
make them a new Heart, and a new Spirit, as tbey 
would eſcape eternal Death, Ezek. 18. 31. And 
alſo tell them that the Lord freely offers to doc 
this great Work for them, Chap. 36. 26. This 
Difference is remarkable, clearly deſcribed by 
our Saviour, in his Diſcourſe to the Jewiſh Teach-W* 
ers.--- Thou blind Pharifee, cleanſe Finsr that which" 
is wit bin, that the out ſide may be clean alſo, Matt. Ot 


but one would begin, (and indeed always conti- C 
nue) upon the outſide : but the other begins at EA 
the Heart. Men muſt be created anew in Criſt? * 


Jeſus, 
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good Works, Eph. 2. 10. 


Ng 
508 7e/us, in order for to do 


od, Hence faithful Miniſters earneſtly perſoade Souls 
ep to fly immediately to Chriſt, and make no Delay. 


hey tell them, Behold, Now is the accepted Time, 
and Now is the Day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 1. And 
ee Day if ye will bear his Voice, harden not your 
pt- Pleartt; leaſt the Lord ſwear in his Wrath that you 
Au Hall not enter into his Reſt, Heb. 3. 7. 8, 11. But 
oreſþlind Guides ſet Perſons a long Lask of ſeeking, 
r toÞnd ſtriving, and give them Encouragement that 
ut-Bf they are found in the Way of Means, they 
ind hall obtain Salvation by and by: and thus they 
ron like the Phariſees of old) ſet them to follow 
feſ.@Þfter Righteouſnefs, in a Way that they are ne- 
teller like to attain unto the Law of Righteouſneſs, 
chardnd for this Reaſon, becauſe they feek it not by 
the Faith, but as it were by the Deeds of the Law, 
Rom. 9. 31, 32. They ſew Pillows to all Arm- 


a 

4 Joles, (Ezek. 13. 18.) for Souls to eaſe themſelves 
toon, though they hang over Hell: and will ap- 
they the Promiſes in a falſe Manner; as for in- 
and ce, that Promiſe in James +. 5. If any Man 
got Wifdom, let bim ask of God, that giveth to all 
Chis en liberally, and upbraiderh not; and it ſhall be 
| bye bim: his they will apply to Sinners, 
ach. Without telling them that they muſt ask in Faith, 


ich r not expect to receive any Thing from the 
latt. Hord: as the next Words ſhew, Ver. 6, 7. 

ing il ..... 

7 Objection, But what would you have us ſay 15 
1s at $922ers that do not believe? Maſt we bid ther 
briſk on in Sin till Cod will convert them? 


eſus, 


Anſwer, 
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* Anſwer, No, by no Means; but call them to 


believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that they may be 
faved, Acts 16. 31. 9 v3 


90 giz 


Objet. Bat they cannot believe. 


Anſwer, Neither can they do good Works 10 
for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb, a0 
11. 6. And whatſoever is not of Faith is Sin 


Rom. 14. 23. 2 
ObjeR. But however, 1s it not better to tell “ 
Sinners to do as well as they can? A 
| | 5 


| Anſwer, Wouldeſt thou ſettle them down on th 

their own Works, and ſo to lie under the Cur/ 
of God's Law? Gal. g. 10. In ſhort, the Caſe 
lies here; Sinners will not come to Chriſt that the 
might have Life, Joh. 5.40. But they are putting 
off 'till a more convenient Seaſon, Acts 24. 25. Ani 
they want to know which is belt, either to gf 
on in Duties, or in open Rebellion, till tha; 
Seaſon comes. But there is no Place at all te 
reſt in out of Chriſt ; for be that believeth not i 
condemned already: and the Wrath of God abideth 
on him, Joh. 3. 18, 36. Therefore Sinners ar 
to be warned to fly for their Lives ; and not t 
tarry leaſt they be conſumed, Gen. 19 -- | mean no 
Lo beat Souls off from the Uſe of Means; but W- 

would beat them off from reſting in any I'hin"c 
Mort of a living Union to Chriſt, by which alont 
they can have any Safety. If the Manſlaye 

{ucu!d have fled never ſo far; yea, even to * 

2 


to 
be 


01d mention ſumeching about Chriſt, but then 


Wo they preached another Goſpel : which is not 
mother; but they would pervert «the Goſpel of 
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Gate of the City of Refuge, and then had ſer 
down without the Walls, he would have been as 
much expoſed to be ſlain, as if he had never 
gone a Step, Numb. 35. 11, 27. 


And as there is a great Difference between 
true and falſe Teachers in the Manner of their 
attempting to turn Men to God; ſo there is as 
much Difference between them, in the Way of 
their holding forth the Terms of Acceptance with 
Him. The one declares that we are/Juſtified by 
Faith without the Deeds of the Law, Rom. 3. 28. 
And that we are accepted only in the Beloved, Epb. 
I. 6. The other ſets Souls to doing as well as 
they can, and to prepare themſelves for Chriſt ; 
and wait in the Way of Duty, and they may 
humbly hope that God will accept of them, and 
ſhew them Mercy by and by : it may be on a 
ick Bed, or juſt as they. are going into Eternity. 
pndeed they do not tell Souls right off in plain 
erms that they muſt be juſtified by their own 
'orks; but they go about to eſtabliſh a Righte- 
neſs of their own, Rom. 10. 3. And ſeek Fuſti- 
cation as it were by the Deeds of the Law, Chap. 
. 31. The falſe Teachers among the Galations 


hey inſiſted on their doing ſome Ports of the 
Law, in order for Acceptance with lim, and 


ariſt, Gal. 1. 6, 7. The Goſpel holds forch 
"ardon, Fuſtification, and Renewing Grace iutirely 
$ a free Gift from God, Eph. 2. 8, 9, 10. And 
| © the 
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the preparatory Work before Converſion, is 
quite another Thing than many conceive it to be. 
Many Teachers repreſent this to be, a Fitneſs, 
and ſome good Qualifications that a Perſon muſt 
get in himſelf, before he may think to come to 
Chriſt: and ſo they (as it were) ſer Souls to buy Þ 
Chriſt, by their Tears, Repentings, &c. that et 
Chriſt may buy Salvation for them. The pre- p 
paratory Work that is wrought in the Soul before I U 
Converſion, is no more of an Excellency in the gr 
Creature; or Fitneſs fur Grace and Mercy, than ſth 
a Man's being brought to ſee and feel himſelf Wl as 
full of Sores, and dreadful Diſeaſes, is any Qua-M 2, 
lification in him to be beated, Luke 12. 32. Or, un 
than a Man's ſeeing that he is fo involved iu A; 
Debt that he can no ways deliver hiniſelf, is any c 
Ficneſs in him to have his Debts all forgiven, 
Luke 7.42. Every Sinner's Cafe before he comes 
to Chriſt, is much like that of the Woman wich 
a bloody Iſſue : She had ſuffered many Things off 
many Phyſicians, and bad ſpent all that ſhe had 
and was Nothing bettered, but rather grew worſe ! 
then when ſhe beard of Feſus, ſhe came and wail; 
bealed, Mark 5.26, 27. So Sinners that are po- Hot 
luted in their Blood (Ezzk. 16. 6.) muſt be made 
to ſee, that notwithſtanding all that they can do 
for themſelves, or that others can do for thema 
their Cale grows worſe, before they will accept 
of Chriſt as he is offered in the Goſpel. 


bn __ ER 


ar 


mn 


Once more; as there is a great Differency 
between true and falſe Miniſters, in the Manne@h 
of their eſſaying to turn Men to God; and i! 
chel 


their teaching how they may be reconciled with 
$ | Him : fo there is as great Difference in the 
Method of their perſuading Saints to walk in 
> | his Ways. | 


0 Chriſt's Miniſters ever hold forth his Exam- 
Y Þþ ple, his dying Love, and the glorious Victory 
ar tbat he has gained, as the darling Motives to 
e- | perſuade his Diſciples to walk in Holineſs. 
re When Paul would give a full Anſwer to that 
grand Objection againſt the Doctrines of Grace, 
an] that they lead to Licentiouſneſs, he ſhews that 
lr as Chriſt died unto Sin once, and roſe again; ſo me 
12-9 ſbould reckon ourſelves dead indeed unto Sin, but alive 
Ir, unto God through Fefus Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 6-++ 
iu And he tells the Corinthians, that the Love of 
ny Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he 
died for all, that they which live, ſhould not hence- 
Worth live unto themſelves, but unto Him which died 
e tben, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. 


ad 
Je Zut legal Teachers, tho' they mention Chriſt 
walfßhometimes, yet their common Way of preſſing 
poi-Wome Duty upon God's People, is by repreſent- 
1aceWng the Danger of periſhing if they do not per- 
1 doſhevere in a Way of Obedieyce. Like the Ju- 
emFiaizing Teachers, that told the Saints, that ex- 
ce P*RFep: they kept the Law of Moſes they could not be 
F4ved, which the Apoſtles call, a fubverting their 
wuls, Acts 15. 24. And by the ſame Means, 
ame Teachers among the Galations, brought 
hem Chriſtians into Bondage; for which Hou 
85 au 
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Paul ſays, he would they were even cut off which 55 
troubled them: for (ſays he)Brethren, ye have been | ta 
called unto Liberty,--- Gal. 5. 12, 13. Saints have 

not received the Spirit of Bondage again to Fear: 

but have received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby they 1 
cry Abba Father, Rom. 8.15. Indeed there is two |} ga 
ſorts of Fear, the one right, the other wrong; I. 
one flows from a Knowledge of God's Goodneſs : wi 
( There is Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt 
be feared, Pſal. 130. 4.) The other from Guilr, 
and an Apprehenſion of God's Anger ( I heard 
thy Voice, and I was afraid, Gen. 3. 10.) One of 
theſe is a Fountain of Life, to depart from the Snares 
of Death; and it has ſirong Confidence in it, Prov. 
14. 26, 27, The other keeps the Soul always 
in Slavery: Through Fear of Death, they are all 
their Life time ſubject to Bondage, Heb. 2. 15. 


On the other Hand, there are ſome Teachers, 
as well as Hearers, that will exclaim againſt Le 
gality, and pretend to cry up Free Grace greatly; 
while in Reality, they turn the Grace of God into 
Laſciviouſneſs, Jude 4. And though they make a 
great Sound of Liberty, yet they are in Truth, 
che Servants of Corruption, 2 Pet. 2. 19. But 
the Liberty of God's People, is to walk in his Wh". 
Precepts, ( Pſal. 119. 45.) and therefore Chriſt's Pre- 
Meſſengers teach, that not only the Law from Pe 
Mount Sinai, but alſo the Grace of God that brings Plon 
Salvation,---leaches us, that denying Ungodlineſs, and tt 
worldly Luſts, ue ſhould live ſhorty, 1ighteouſly and 
gudly, in this projent World: and that they which em 


9 0 
- AY rl 
v4 »% [P 4 


an Internal Car. to preach the Gos FEI. r 


h, I have believed in the Lord, ſhould be careful to main · 
n tain good Works, Tit. 3. 11,12. and 3. 8. 


: Farther, Falſe Teachers are like Pharaoh's Task. 
y | Maſters, who required the full Tale of Bricks, but 
o gave them no Straw, Exod. 5.10, They lay head 
3 ÞÞ Burdens on Men's Shoulders, but will not touch them 
8: with one of their Fingers, Matt, 23. 4. 


t, But the Meſſengers of Chriſt, not only lay. 
open what our Duty is; but alſo where our 
Strength lies to perform it, even in Chriſt as the 
ife of the Branch is in the Vine: And that thro* 


v. is ſtrengthning of us, we can do all Things, Phil. 
ys . 13. That if any Man abides in the Doctrine of 
all Nobriſt, he hath both the Father and the Son; and 


be that brings not this Doctrine, we muſt not receive 
nto our Houſes, nor bid him God ſpeed. 2 Joh. 9. 10. 


Thus I have juſt hinted at ſome few of the 
oſt eſſential Points of Truth, by which God's 


ly leſſengers may be known in their Dottrine, 
into em all Deceivers. I come, 

e al 

ith, WF Secondly, To ſhe w, that another Mark by which 
But Whrilt's 25 Ambafladors may be known from 


„ Deceivers, is by their practiſing what they 
iſt's reach. Elders are to be Enſamples to the Flack, 
rom et. 5.3. And Paul could appeal to the Theſ- 
ings F/onians, (1 Theſ. 2.5, 6, 8, 10.) that they were 
and itne{es, and God aiſo, how holily. juſtly, and un- 
and ma, he and bis Companions had behaved among 
hich Wm: fo that while others were after the Fleece, 
zac inſtead 
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inſtead of the 1 he could appeal to God, 
that 1 had not uſed a Cloak of Covetouſneſs, nor 
ſought Glory of Min but the Motive they were f 
influenced Al was ſuch a Love to their Souls, 15 
and Deſire for their Salvation, that they were 3 
þ ng. not to impart the Goſpel only, but their 

wa Souls alſo unto them. 


Corrupt Miniſters often are diſcovered by their Jo. 
Sloth, and fleſhly Indulgencies 5 ſleeping, lying WY © 
down loving to ſlumber: Come, ſay they, I will | © 
fetch Wi ine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong a8 
Drink, and to-morrow ſhall be as big Day, and much ha 
more abundant, Iſai. 56. 10, 12. They do not ſh 
ſearch after the Flock ; but they feed themſelves e 
ioſtead of the Flock, Ezek. 34.—— in 


But the Lord's Servants, approve themſelves as 

his Miniſters in much Patience, in Allictions, in 

Neceſſities. in Habe in Stripes, in Impriſonments 

in Tumults, in Labours, in Watchings, in Faſting: 
&c, 2 Cor. 6. 4. 5, G. 


Again, falſe Meſſengers will frame their Meſ-| 
ſages, and their Religion, ſv as to pleaſe cat - . 
nal Men, and to get the Honours of this World. ble! 
Wo unto you ( ſays Chriſt ) when all Men l In t 
ſpeak well of you ; for ſ% did their Fathers to the en 
falſe Prophets, Luke 6. 22,26. But to his Diſei- . 
ples he ſays, Bae! are ye when Men ſhall hate ein 
you, and reproach you, Ge. | * 
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Objection, But we are told, that it is a neceſ- 
e ſary Qualification for a Goſpel-Miniſter, that be 
. | have a good Report of them that are without, 1 Tim. 
e 3-7 n 
e 3. 7. 


Anſwer, The Apoſtle there is ſpeaking of 
Men's moral Conduct, of being ſober, not given 
to Wine, not a Brawler, nor covetous, &c. But 
ir Jour Saviour is ſpeaking of their Religion, and 
ig che Manner of their preaching : therefore theſe 
i wo may be clearly united in the ſame Perſon : 
ng a5 it was in Daniel. His Enemies, though they 
eh bated him, yet were forced to confeſs that they 
\orll ſpould find nothing againſt him, except it was con- 
es cerning the Law of his God, Dan. 6. 5. So that 

Jin one Word, he that has not his moral Conduct 

in a good Meaſure clear before the World, is 

as not fic for an Officer in the Church of God: 
in And on the other Hand, he that has his Religi- 
on and his Preaching framed in ſuch a Manner 
81 . to gain the Applauſe of the World, is in a 
okul Caſe. | 


le. Thirdly, Chriſt's Meſſengers may be known, 
car - y their Maſter's coming with them, to aſſiſt, and 
m1. Mpleſs them in their Labours . This is promiſed 
pn their Commiſſion :--- Lo I am with you away, 
be lven unio the End of the World, Matt. 28. 20. 
ici. B bim they are affiſted to preach, not with in- 
vate Rieing Morde of Man's Wiſdoin, but in Demonſtration 
the Spirit, and of Power, 1 Cor. 2.4. And by 

his the Lord ſaid his Meſſengers ſhould be known 

gion f old, when many ran before they were _ 
| ays 


—— 
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Says he, The Prophet that hath a Dream, tet him i 
tell a Dream; and he that bath my Mord, let bim ſe 
ſpeak my Word faithfully : ---- Is not my Word like 8. 
Fire? ſaith the Lord: and like a Hammer, that ©: 
breaketh the Rock in Pieces, Jer. 23. 28, 29. And 
when the Lord appears with his Servants, and 
bleſſeth their Labours for the Conviction and Con- 
verſion of Souls; it is a more ſure Proof that] th 
they are ſent of him, than if they had all the th 
Letters of Commendation that Men could write, li 
We need not (ſays Paul to the Corinthians ) Epiſ- 
tles of Commendation to you, or from you : Te art 
are our Epiſile, &c. 2 Cor. 3. 1, 2, 3. And again 
he ſays, If [ be not an Apoſtle to others, yet doubt leſ. 
1 am to you: for the Seal of mine Apoſtleſhip are) 
in the Lord, 1 Cor. 9. 2. 


But there are two Objections that are oftet 
mentioned to diſprove this Mark. 


One is, That it will condemn ſome of God 
faithful Servants, in old Time, who were ſen 
to make hard Hearts harder, and bind Eyes blinder 


Anſwer, low can vou harden Iron, but only b. 
firſt beating of it? And how are God's Servan' 
ſent to harden Sinnners, but only by being faith 
ful to them; and then they by reſiſting Convic 
tien and Warnings, barden their own Heart 
againſt God, and his Truth. Thus Pharaoh har 
dened bis Heart from Time to. Time: he wa 
ſtruck under Conviction by Meſes's preaching ant 


- . w = 
working Miracles, and then turned and reliſte*** 
I 


an Interna CALL to preach the Gospzl. 55 


mit, and ſo hardened: his Heart more and more, 
mn | {ce Exod. 8. 8, 15, &c. And thus all the Lord's 
ke | Servants, while they are a Savour of Life to ſome ; 
at they are a Savour of Death to others, 2 Cor. 2. 16. 


nll But then this makes nothing againſt the Mark 
lat that we are pleading for, for thoſe who harden 
hel their. Hearts againſt God and his Truth, are not 
ce fl likely to receive his Meſſengers: but thoſe that 
imbrace Chriſt, will know and receive them that 
he ſends, Matt. 10. 41. 


The other Objection that many urge againſt 
this Mark is, that Deceivers may do great Things, 
Propheſie, caſt out Devils, &c. and therefore we 
cannoc know Chriſt's Servants by their Aſſiſtance 
renfdand Succeſs. 


Anſwer, It is true, that Balaarm had the Spiric 
f God upon him for a while, and ſpake wonder- 
ay; and Saul was among the Prophets, &c. 
ut then they were ſoon diſcovered, by their 
Fruits: yea, in the very Time of their Prophe- 
ying, there appeared plain Marks of a corrupt 
Diſpoſition of Mind, and that what they did was 


van, | 
ZithFontrary to their Souls Choice. Balaam loved 
vice Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 15; which 


lainly appeared then, by his going from Place 
o Place, to try if God would not alter his Mind, 
o that he might curſe Iſrael at laſt, and get Ba- 


he lack's Reward, Numb. 23---And it appeared plain 
te 0 what Saul was after, was to kill David, but 


11 the 
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the Spirit of God came upon him ſo that he could 
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not do it, 1 Sam. 14. 23, 24. 


The Spirit of God may ſometimes bleſs what 
is ſpoken by corrupt Men for the Geod of others: . 
but 1 believe not ſo commonly as many would 1 2! 
repreſent; and this Point of falſe-hearted Men's | £ 
doing great Things on the Bodies and Souls of 8 
Men, I think is ikrained vaſtly beyond what is || b. 
true, by many in this Generation. N= 


Many ſay that Deceivers may work Miracles, 
and convert many Souls, &c. And they will quote de 
ſuch Places to prove it as that in Matth. 7. 22. be 
Many will ſay- - Lord, Lord, have we not prophe ſied i O 
in thy Name? and in thy Name have caſt out Devils ?Þ & 
and in thy Name done many wonderful Works? . 0. 
And that in 1 Cor. 13. 2. Though I have the 
Gift of Propheſie, --- and though I have all Faith, ſo 
that I could remove Meuntains, and have not Charity 
1 am nothing. 


But after a great deal of ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, and ſeeking divine Inſtructions in theſe 
Things, it appears to me, that in that Place of" 
our Saviour, he is ſhewing Perſons Deceptions I”! 
and falſe Confidence, rather than that it was in- ing 
deed ſo. They ſay, Have we not caſt out Devils, It 
&c.--- Chriſt does not ſay they had; bur ſays, I 
know you not, depart from me,--- And in that Pal AB 
ſage of the Apoſtle, be is ſhewing how far Cha- 
rity (or divine Love) exceeds all Gifts that Men 
may have here: and that if Perſons parks 
a 
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3 aul thoſe Gifts to the higheſt Degree, and yet had 
not Charity, it would profit them nothing.---Yea 
he alſo prefers Charity above ſaving Faith, and a 
it good Hope, Ver. 13. But then if we conſider 
+ | what he ſays in the foregoing Chapter concern- 
ding Gifts, I think it will appear plain, that the 
's | Apoſtle is ſpeaking of the Gifts that belong to 
of Saints, that are all of one Body; and have all 
is been made to drink into one Spirit, Ver. 12, 13. 
and not of what deluded Souls may have. 


es, But as to corrupt Men's working Miracles, and 
te doing much Good to others, though their Heart 
,». de not right with God; [ believe that they and 
3-4 others are generally as much deceived about the 
: Good that they do, as they are about their be- 
ing true Men. 


the | 
þ Chriſt ſavs, Take heed that no man deceive you 3 
ity, or there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſts, and falſe Prophets, 


and ſhall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, inſomuch 
that (if it were poſſible) they ſhall. DECEIVE the 
very Elect, Matt. 24. 4,24. The Signs and Won- 
ders are falſe, as well as the Men that do them: 
which appears more evident, if we compare this 
with what Paul ſays to the Theſſalonians, concern- 
ing the ſame Enemy: Says he, Whoſe coming is 
after the working of Satan, uitb all Power and Signs, 

e, and LTING Wonders : and with all DECEIV. 
15 AB LENESS of Unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh, 
Cha- Iz Theſl. 2. 9, 10. 


i 
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Thus I have in Simplicity ſpoken. my Mind 
upon. 
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upon theſe Things : and conſidering what 1s 
ſpoken concerning Sceva's Sons e 
caſt out Devils in Chriſt's Name ; and the Con 
fuſion that they met with therein, As 19. 13--- 
16. And on the other Hand, that thoſe who did 
in Reality caſt them out in Chriſt's Name ; ; he 
tells them to rejoyce that their Names were written 
in Heaven, Luke 10. 17, 20. I ſay, conſidering 
theſe and many other ſuch like Things in Scrip- 
ture, l muſt freely own that it appears to mea very 
hard Thing to prove, that in Reality there ever 
was ſuch a Thing as an unſanctified Man's being 
properly the loſtrument of healing any Perſon's 
Body that was poſſeſſed with the Devil, in a mi- 
raculous Way. 


But this is not ſo much to our 1 
for the healing of Men's Bodies is but a ſmall 
Thing, to the healing of the Soul ; which is the 


main Thing that I am afcer. Therefore to re- 


turn :--- This Point ſtill ſtands good, that it is one 


very clear Proof that a Man is ſent of God, to 
preach the Goſpel, when his Maſter comes with 
him, and Mts and bleſſeth him in his Labours 


tor the Converſion and Edification of Souls. And 


whatever may be faid of unconverted Men's hav- 
ing the Spirit of God upon them, and of their 
ſpeaking wonderfully : yet Men muſt raiſe a 

pretty many Texts out of the Bible, before 
they can make that Doctrine to ſtand good 
which many aſlert, That a Man may be inſtrumen- 
tal of turning many to God, and yet may after— 
wards periſh ſerever. What will theſe Men do 


with 
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with ſuch Texts as that in Prov. 11. 30. He 
that wineth Souls is wiſe: And they that be wiſe, 
Hall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament: and 
- Wibey that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars 
d r ever and ever? Dan. 12. 3. 


n Indeed this, as well as other Truths, may, 
g ſtand undoubtedly is, abuſed by ſome: as when 
- any hold, that when the Lord is with and bleſ- 
'y eth a Perſon, that then, all which they hold 
er und practiſe is right :--- This is a very groſs 
g Miſtake, for Men are always (in a greater or 
's cls Degree) imperfect, both in their Principles 
li- ad Practice, while in this imperfect State. But 
hen it is the ſtrongeſt Proof that we can have, 
hat a Man is ſent of God into this Work, when 
he Lord himſelf comes with him, and ſays to 
jim (as he does to ali his Meſſengers) He that 
he Neceiveth you, receiveth me ; and be that receiveth 
e- . receiveth him that ſent me, Matt. 10. 40. 
ne 


rol This Head includes both of the other: for a 
ith Hin cannot preach God's Fruth clearly and as 
e ought, nor practice agreable thereto ; neither 
he like to be fucceſsful in his Labours, without 
aving God preſent with him.--- The Lord ſays 
eir f Levi, He walked with me in Peace and Fquity, 
2 a hd did turn many away from Iniquity, Mal. 2. 6. 
ore | 

20d 
en- 
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OBJECTIONS anſwered. ff 


W HEN any Point of Fruth is held up which 
has been generally ſhut out by Mankind 

in Time paſt, it is a common Thing to 
have many Objections raifed againit it There 
fore (though I know that a Man may as ea] 
ſtop the Winds from blowing with his Words, aff 
to ill all the Cavals of ſuch as do bot Jove tc 
receive the Truth, yet for the Good of Perſon 
that have a more ferious Mind) ! will here ſe 
down as ſhort and clear an Anfwer as I can, ti 
the moſt material Ohjections that I have hearf 
mentioned againſt the Call which I have bec 
pleading for in this Diſcourſe. 


Oljefion I. la this Diſcourſe you ſeem to ſe 
them which you hold to be Chriſt's Miniſters, uf 
equal to the Prophets and Apoſtles who were called 
in an extraordinary Way. 


Anſwer 1. All true Miniſters of Chriſt now, art 


ſent forth by the ſame eternal God that the Proſe « 
phets and Apoſtles were, and therefore they haviſcj 
their Call and Commiſſion made clear and ſealeq ch 
1 
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to them by the Work of the ſame Spirit on their 
3 Hearts; and thoſe that have not this, let them 
not pretend to be Meſſengers from the ſame di- 
vine King. Bur then I obſerved before, that 
there were ſome Things in the Call and Work 
of God's Servants of old that we have not now; 
eſpecially in their being called, and inſpired to 
write the Scriptures. Yei we may, and ought 
to reach after as great and greater Degrees of 
ich Grace and Strength to act for God, and to labour 
or the Advancement of his Kingdom, than they 
ad in old Time. David was an eminent Ser— 
'ant of the Lord, and did Wonders among his 
People : but yer God ſays concerning his Church 
n latter Times, that the feeble among them at that 
Day, ſhall be as David ; and the Houſe of David 
hall be as God, as the Angel of the Lord befure 
hem, Zech. 12. 8. 


ind 
0 
ere 


\(3] 


Anſw. 2. I will appeal to all Men of Reaſon 
r 4 x 8 . | 

Jad Conſcience to judge, who ſets themſelves up 
Waval to (nay above) the Prophets and Apoſtles; 
ioſe who hold that they are not fit to be God's 
ounſellers, nor to appoint whom he ſhall have 
br his Meſſengers ; but that they are only to 
wn and receive whomſoever he ſends: Or they 
ich declare that the Power is now left in their 
ands to authorize Goſpel-Miniſters; and that 
| who preach without their Licence, run before 
„ ae) are ſent: which Power never was given to 
Prohe Servants of God heretofore ; and when the 
havWiſciples went to aſſume it, Chriſt ſeverely check- 


ſeale them therefor, Mark. 9. 38, 39. 


ea 


be 


5 fe 
8, Uf 


alled 


Objefion, 
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Ob jeckion, II. But the Apoſtle ſeems to hold h. 
forth; that ſince the Days of Inſpiration are ceaſ & 
ed, the Work is put into the Hands of Miniſterg a. 
to ordaig ochers, and ſo the Power is tranſmitted C 
down in an ordinary Way: hence he ſays to 
Timothy, The Things that thou has heard of me among g 
many Witne{jes, the ſame commit thou to faithful . 


om, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim, * 
2. 2. 
th; 


Anſw. This Text proves clearly, that Goſpel 
Miniſters ſhould be ordained, and publickly 10 
apart in the Church, and ! have no where denied 
ir. Alſo it gives the Character of the Perſons 
that are to be ordained. They muj? be faithful Men, 
or Men full of Faith and the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 6. 5, 
Which at once cuts off che Notion of unconvert 
ed Men's being Miniſters of Chriſt, They art 
called of God, and made faithful in his Work be 
fore they can be rightly received and ordained 2 
Officers in his Church. Now as to where thi 
Right of Ordination lies, whether in Miniſte 
by themſelves, or in them and the Church as 
united Body together :--- this is another Queſtio 
which I ſhall not enter upon here. f A Man 
being internally called of God is one Thing; an 
his being openly received, and ſet apart in thi 
Church is quite another: and I defy all Me 
under Heaven to prove from Scripture, that God 


JJ... res reg rr el 2 
See this Point clearly handled in Feen, zer TrothP ſu 
ingbam's Diſcourſe on the Privileges of the Chi eri 

vf Chriſt. Printed at Newport 1750. P. 163. 204Þ | 
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a has any more left it in the Hands of any mortal 
Men whatſoever to ſay who ſhall be his Miniſters, 
rand who not, than he has to ſay who ſhall be his 
ed Children and who not. The Argument that is 
raiſed from the Scriptures being compleat, is as 
good in one Caſe as the other. For it is no more 
ful recorded in the Bible that this, or that Perſon is, 
or ever ſhall be converted, than it is that this, or 
that Man is, or ſhall be called to preach the Goſ- 
de pel. We have plain Marks given us whereby we 
75 may know them that the Lord has called into the 
"YKingdorn of his Grace: and ſo we have alſo Rules 


. {whereby we may know them that he has called to 
0 Ybe his Meſſengers. 


„dos if it be true, that the T,ord does not now 
= his divine Spirit, as really ſhew his Children 


heir ſtanding, or their Duty, and the Work that 
e calls them to, as he did to his Servants of old: 
Jen why do we talk of the Bible's being a Privi- 


Nec for we are vaſtly worſe of it than they were 
as Wore it was written ? Alas! the Darkneſs that 
Rig overſpread the World in theſe Days! Dark- 
lane that may be felt. Yet, bleſſed be the Lord, he 
: an ill cauſe his Light and Glory to ſhine upon his 


Jeople, though Darkneſs covers the Earth, &c. 
i. 60. 


„ Ofjection III. Some may yet ſay, That to hold 
rot ſuch an internal Call as this, will deſtroy all Or- 
Chuncher in the Church, for when Mea ger a Notion 
20 Pat they are called of God, they will not only 

if I | preach 


64. The Nei and NeerssiTy 14 
preach, but alſo admibiſter the Oiinancis, and 
run into all manner of Confuſion, and none can 


controul them. 


Anſw, 1. This is no juſt Conſequence at all, for 
it is plain that the Holy Ghoſt commanded the 
Church at Antioch to ſeparate two Mer for a Work 
whereunto he had called them; which was to ge 
and preach and bapliz? among tbe Gentiles: In Obedi- 
ence to which the Church publickly ordained them, 
Alis 13.2, 3. And yet one of them Perſons tells 
us, that long before this he had ſuch a Call by 
God's Spirit, bat be did not confer with Fleſh and 
Blood; neither go to them that were Apoſtles be- 
fore him, but he went directly to preaching, 
Gal. 1. $5, 16, 17. 


Anſw. 2. The Reaſon and Nature of the Thing 
ſhews plainly, that holding to an internal Call, no 
ways invalidates external Ordination in the leaſt : 
for as when a Soul is converted, though he has 
an internal Right to all the Privileges of the Church 
of Chriſt ; yet he has not an external Right there- 
to, till he is openly received as a Member: So a 
Perſon that is called to preach, has not a Right to 
act in thoſe Things which are peculiar, to an Offi: 
cer in the Church, "ill he is publickly ſet apatt 
therein, 


Praying, exhorting, and Preaching, though they 
are Duties to be pertormed in the Chutch, yet they 


are not ſo confined thereto, but that they may b 
right) 
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rightly performed where there is no particular 


Church at all: which might be eaſily ſhewn, were 


jt needful to ſtand upon it. But the adminiſtring 
of ſpecial Ordinances, and acting in Church Diſ- 
cipline, are Things peculiar to a viſible Church,and 
therefore we cannot clearly act in them without we 


have a viſible ſlandjng therein, as an Officer, or a 
Member. — For what have I is do ts judge them 


that are without? Do not ye Judge them that are 
within? 1 Cor. 5. 12. | 


Oljection IV. But if you hold that you have the 
ſame Call with the Prophets and Apoſtles, why 
don't you work Miracles as they did to confirm 
your Miſſion ? 


Anfw. ] hinted before, that many Miracles and 
great Things which were wrought by God's Ser- 
vants of old, were chiefly dane to confirm the 
Truth of the Tidings which they brought, to ſuch 
as had not received thoſe Parts of God's Word 
before. Thus the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, in men- 
tioning the great Salvation, which began ts be ſpoken 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
beard bim, ſays, God a'fo bearing them Witneſs, both 
with Signs and Wonders, and divers Miracles, and 
Gifts of the Holy bon, Heb. 2. 3, 4. So when 
rhe Apoſtles firſt went forth, he Lord confirmed the 
WORD with Signs following, Mark 16. 20. From 
which it plainly appears, that thoſe Things were 
chiefly given to confirm the Meſſages which they 


brought, though * there was a Confir- 
mation 


— - — — — — — 
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mation of the Meſſengers Miſſion contained therein, 
But in our Days, when Men declare Things con- 
cerning the great Salvation ; Unbelievers have as 
good Reaſon to demand a Miracle to prove that 
what they ſay is true, as Cavillers have to ſay, If 
you are thus ſent forth by the Lord, confirm your 
Miſſion by ſome extraordinary Sign. 


And further, it 1s very evident that the Apoſtles 
looked upon their Succeſs in converting Souls, to 
be a far greater, and more certain Proof of their 
being ſent of God, than all the Miracles which 
they wrought on Men' s Bodies. Thus when Paul 
would mention to the Corinthians an undeniable 
Evidence of his being an Apoſtle of Chriſt, he ſays, 
The Seal of mine Apoſileſhip are ye inthe Lord, 1 Cor, 

2. and 2 Cor. 3. 1—3. So that thoſe who have 
the Scripture Marks which are mention'd above, 
bring the cleareſt Evidences of their being ſent of 
Chriſt that we can have. 


Objeftion V. You ſpeak much concerning a 
Miniſter's Call, but ſay fiele about his Qualificati- 
ons, which is che main Thing ; for a Man muſt 
have Learning and the underſtanding of the origi- 
nal Tongues, or elſe he does not know whether he 
preaches right or wrong. 


Anſw. 1. If a Man's having the Treaſure of 
God's Word open'd and committed to his Soul ; 
and having ſuch a View of the Worth of Souls, as 
to be cons 


ained by divine Power and Love, to go 
and 
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and ſpend his Life and Strength for God's Glory, 
and in Jabouring for their Good: (2 Cor. 5. 14 Job. 
3 21. 15, 16, 17 2Cor. 12. 15.) J fay, if theſe Things 
© Ware not Goſpel Qusſifications, I know not what 
fare; yea ſuch neceſſary Qualifications, as that with- 
r out them, if a Man had all the Learning that Men 


can give, he would be no ways fit for this great 
Work. 


0 Anſew. 2. As to the Knowledge of the original 
r Tongues, though I do not deſpiſe it; for no doubt 
h that may be improved to ſome Benefit, under the 
1 afluence of the Spirit of God: Yet I am far from 


hinking it to be ſo eſſentially neceſſary as many 
s, NV ould repreſent, 
r. 1 
2 For though I have heard many (both Miniſters 
e, Dad others) aſſert, that without the Knowledge of 
of Ihe original Tongues, a Man could not know whe- 


her he preached Truth, or Falſhood : yet I ſhall 
ot only aſſert, but prove, that every Saint now 
as the ſame Way to know the Truth and Certain- 
y of God's Word that his People had of old: 
ithout which all the Learning in this World, will 
ever bring any Man to know certainly the Truth 
the Scriptures. 


Chriſt told his Diſciples that he Spirit of Truth: 
of [ould guide them into all Truth, Joh. 16. 13. And 
hen the Jews ſaid of him, How knoweth this Man 
eters, having never learned? Chriſt (after aſſert- 
2 chat his Doctrine was not his own, but his that 

ſent 
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1 Theff. 2. 13. and 1. 5. Once more; Paul tell 
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ſent him) ſays, If any Man will do bis Will, he foal 
KNOW of the Dotirine, whether it be of God. of 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf, Joh. 7. 179. The Way 
that the Theſſalonians knew, and received the Goſpel 
not as the Word of Man, but (as it is in Truth) thi 
Ward of God, was by its coming to them in Power 
and in the Holy GnosrT, and in much Aſſurance 


the Corinthians ( who reckoned as much upo 
Learning and Wiſdom as many do in this Day 
T hat be determined 10 know nothing among them, ſar 


Jeſus Chrift and bim crucified, and ( ſays he) | 
Speech, and my Preaching was not with enticing Word” 


of Man's Wiſdom, but in Demonſtration of the Spiri 
and of Power, And again, What Man knows e 
Things of 4 Man, ſave the Spirit of Man that is ls 
him? Even ſo the Things of God knoweth no Mi 
but the Spirit of God. Now we have received, . 
zbe Spirit of the VVorld, but the Spirit which is 
Ged, that we might know the Things that are fry 
given to us of God. VVhich Things alſo we ſp4 
nat in tbe VVords which Man's VViſdom teach! 
but which the HOLY GHOST teacheth ; compar! 
Jpiritual Things with ſpiritual. But the natural M 
receivetb not the Things of the Spirit of God; 

they are Fooliſhneſs unto bim; neither can be kn 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Ci 
3. 3, , 114. | 


Ic 
On 
hic 
vi 
raf. 


eall 
irſt 


This is the only Way by which God's Peo 
in every Age have known the Truth and Certair 


of his Word: which hath been given in to 
Prottſtu 
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7 Proteſtants in general both at Home and Abroad 
V ayfince the Reformation. — The Weſtminſter Confeſſion 
* of Faith, after mentioning fundry Arguments that 
may induce us to believe the Scriptures, ſay, “ Yet 
« notwithſtanding our full Perſwaſion and Affur- 
« ance of the infallible Truth, and divine Autho- 
„ rity thereof, is from the inward Work of the 
„% Holy Spirit, bearing Witneſs by and with the 
Woid in our Hearts.“ Chop. 1. Set, 5, 


wer 


If we cannot know certainly that the Bible is 
Vor rue, without underſtanding of Hebrew, Greek and 
ain (which Pilate ſet over Chriſt's Head, when 


Fd he was crucified, Lake 23. 38. Mat. 27. 37.) then 
as! we are in a woful Caſe indeed: for (accord- 
eg to this) if we hear a Man preach, that ſays he 


nows not only them Tongues, but twenty more 
eſide, and he tells us that this or that is Fruth ; 
e have only a Man's Teſtimony for it: and God 
ays we worſhip him in vain, when our Fear is 
avght by the Precepts of Men, Pal. 29. 31. com- 
ard with Math. 15. 9. But it is the common 


1711 rivilege of God's People (and then much more 
1 . t his Meſſengers) to have the divine Spirit given 
dem, to ſeal his Truth to their Hearts; without 


hich, if a Perſon has never ſo many of the learned 
Tongues, how does he know that them Books 
hich we call the Word of God, are not cunningly 
eviſed Fables, and nothing but a Piece of Priett- 
Kraft? as ſome Men of great human Learning 
Weally call them. Or if he allows that they were 
Wit written by the Direction ot God's Spirit, yet 


how 
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how does he know that, they have not been altered I zy 
fince ; for he has not the firſt Copies ? If it ſhould 
be ſaid, that great Care has been taken to tranſmit 
them down to us without any Alteration. I anſwer, 
fo has there been great Care and Pains uſed in Il th. 
tranſlating them into our Language as exactly as iff vi 
poſſible, bu 


| As for the Argument that many bring from the eac 
Apoſtles having the miraculous Gift of Tongues Rif 
given them, to prepare them to preach among the i wh 
Gentiles, —for to prove that Men muſt learn theſe 17 
Tongues now, before they may preach among us; ter 
J can ſee no Reaſon in it at all. To them wafyr 
given the Knowledge of the Peoples Languages, I the 
that they were to preach to: and ſo undoubtedly Iv 
Perſons now muſt have ſome clear underſtanding 
of the Meaning and Uſe of the Tongue he ſpeaks 
in, or elſe he will be a Barbarian to his Hearers, 
and they to him, 1 Cor. 14. 11. This Argument 
is much ſtronger to prove that Men in our Land 
ought to learn the Indian Tongue, or other Lan- 
guages in theſe Parts of the World, before they 
preach, that they might be able to hold forth Sal. 
vation to ſuch poor Souls; than it is to prove that iſt ; 
Men muſt learn Hebrew, Greek and Latin, before 
they may preach to Engliſh Hearers, But ſome 
will ſay, that though the Bible is very well tranſ— 
jated into our Language, yet a clear underſtanging 
of the original Tongues may be of Benefit; as a 
Perſon thereby may be able to view the different 
Readings that there are in ſome Places, and ſo may 
| illuſtrate 


an Interna! CL lo preach the Gos El- 5f 


5 illuſtrate ſome Things more clearly than others 
can. 


T, To which I reply, that I allowed this before, 
in ¶ that ſuch Knowledge may by the Help of the di- 
as} vine Spirit, be improved for the Good of others : 

but then that is no Argument againſt every one's 

improving the Gift which God has given him : for 
he each Soul will have a dreadful Account to give up, 
ves if they do not faithfully improve every Talent 
the which their Maſter hath given into their Hands, 
eſe Malt. 25. 15. Luke 19. 13. Let let no Man pre- 
is ; tend to whar he has not; nor put what he has in a 
vas ¶ wrong Place : both of which are Abomination to 
es, ¶ the Lord. Spare me a Word to each of theſe, and 
dy will have done with this Head. 


Firſt, Let no Man pretend to that he has not; 
which certainly 1s the Caſe of ſome, if not many in 


zen bis Land, with Regard to this Matter. They 
an etend that none may preach without they under- 
an- and the original Tongues : and yet many take 
they beir Degrees at College, and are ordained, who 


have no clear underſtanding of the Hebrew Tongue 
at all (in which above halt the Bible was written) 
o that according to their own Plea, they muſt never 
preach out of the Old-Teſtament : if they do, 
ran. hey know not whether they preach right or wrong. 
ding Hund further, ſundry Perſons that have gone thro* 
as athe College, and are well acquainted with theſe 
erent Things, I have heard own, that there is not one 
mayo ten among their Scholars that are ſuch Maſters 
ſtrate K of 
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of the original Tongues, as te be able to make any 
Corrections, if in any Places the Scriptures ate 
not tranſlated exactly right: but they poſſibly will 
read the Remarks of ſome learned Expoſitor (which 
common Engliſhmen can read) and then impoſe 
vpon the common People, with a Pretence of know- 
ing much about the original of the Bible, | 
Again, | 
Secondly, What Learning Men have is often put 
in a wrong Place, —namely, to ſupply the want of 
the Spirit of God, who alone can teach us all 
Things, as no Man can teach us, 1 Job. 2. 27. But 
the VVerld by VViſdom knew net God, 1 Cor. 1. 21. 
Many feem to make more of human Wiſdom and 
Learning, than of the Spirit of God, to lead them 
into an underſtanding of his Word; which naturally 
leads to that which Iſaiab ſpeaks of, that in a great 
Meaſure is actually the Caſe in our Day: to wit, 
That the Myſteries of the Scriptures become to 
*© all as a ſealed Book; which the unlearned ſay 
*« they cannot read becauſe they are not learned 
« and the Learned cannot read becauſe it is ſealed, 
* Therefore (the Lord faid ) behold, I will pro- 
«© ceed to do a marvellous Work amongſt this Peo- 
« ple, even a marvellous Work and a Wonder: 
„for the Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, 
and the underſtanding of their prudent Men ſhall 
* be hid. Wo unto them. that ſeck deep to hide 
<« their Counſel from the Lord, and their Works 
* are in the Dark, and they ſay, who feeth us! 
and who knoweth us? Surely your turning of 
Things upſide down ſhall be eſteemed as the 
| Potter 


tl 
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© Potters Clay :— In that Day ſhall the deaf hear 
y | * the Words of the Book, and the Eyes of the 
us © blind ſhall ſee out of Obſcurity, and out of Dark- 
Wy « neſs, The Meck alſo ſhall increaſe their Joy in 
ch Þ the Lord, and the POOR among Men ſhall 
we Þ « rejoyce in the Holy One of Ifrael, fi. 29. 11, 
TN S120 16, 18, 19. | 


POL One Objection more I will ſpeak a little to, and 
of then draw toward a cloſe. 


bu fi Otje&ion VI. Many Enthufiafls and deluded Peo- 
21. ple have held to ſuch a Call as you ſpeak of, but 
and none that have been accounted ſound and ortho- 
ein dox Divines in latter Days, have pretended to any 


ally Y ſuch Thing. 


Anſw. 1. That many People have held falſe 
Notions about a Call to preach the Goſpel, 1s an 
undoubted Truth to me; and many have run inta 
= Deluſions concerning ſuch Things : but then 
that is no more of a good Argument againſt this, 
than it is againſt all Religion. There is no Point 
in experimental Religion, as I know of, but what 
has been abuſed: and how many awful Deluſions 
have ſome run into concerning Converſion, and the 
Teachings of God's Spirit, in every Age? Yet 
that is no Argument againſt the Reality of Religion 
or at all: for if Hymenius and Philetus, and a thouſand 

us more, run into never fo great Errors, and overthrow 
"SY ive Faith of ſome :. yet neveribelsſs, the "RO 
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of God ftandeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord ( 
knoweth them that are bis, 2 Tim. 2. 19. will 


Anſw. 2. If none that have been eſteemed ſound i deſſ 
Divines in latter Ages have held to ſuch a Call by Jeſte 
the Spirit of God, — What Warrent did the firſt Every 
Reformers from Popery go upon in preaching be- IJeſi 
fore there were Proteſtant Churches gathered? If of 
any ſay, they were ordained by the Papiſts, I reply, Gra 
that if they had no better Call than Antichiiſt PDeſ 
could give them, they went upon a very poor Au- J“ a 
thority. And farther, it is an undoubted Truth F< | 
that the ſame Power that can give a Commiſſion, 1“ 


can take it away: and it is certain that the Pope | ( 
did his utmoſt, not only to depoſe them, bur alſo F< e 
to deſtroy their Lives if poſſible z; yer ſtill they FF r 
went on boldly in preaching in their Maſter's Name, F< vu 
notwittiſtanding all the Rage of Earth and Hell. u 
| 4 

And if the firſt Reformers in England did not Nr 
hold to ſuch an internal Call, what did they mean ) 
by inſiſtirg upon it, that every one which they 
ordained, ſhould profeſs, that he was inwardly IF 
moved by the HOLY GHOST to take that VVork s 
upon him ?— I doubt not but many of them knew f . 
experimentally what it was to be called and inward- 1 
ly moved by the Holy Ghoſt, to go into that great t. 
Work of preaching the Goſpel, though I fear that F 
many who have uſed that Form of Words fince,  t 
have not known neither what they ſaid, nor whereot f ff 
they affirmed, a 


One 


1 
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One particular Iaſtance of an internal Call, I 
will here ſet down, which was experienced about an 
hundred Years ago, by one who, though he be 
deſpiſed by ſome learned Men, yet is generally 
eſteemed and looked upon among the Godly, as a 
very excellent Writer, and an eminent Servant of 
Jeſus Chriſt : John Bunyen, in giving an Account 
of God's Dealings with him (ia his Book intitled 
Grace abounding, &c.) after mentioning the earneſt 
Deſires of many, that he ſhould preach, ſays, that 
„ about that Time he did evidently find in his 
Mind a ſecret pruking forward thereto; though 
“ (ſays he) I bleſs God, not from a Defire of Vain- 

Glory, for at that Time I was moſt ſorely afflict- 
* ed with the fiery Darts of the Devil concerning 
* my eternal State. But yer could not be content 
* unleſs I was found in the Exerciſe of my Gift, 

* unto which I was greatly animated, not only by 

the continual Deſires of the Godly, but allo by 
* that Saying of Paul to the Corinthians, I beſeech 
F you Brethren (ye know the Houſbold of Stephanus, 
* that it is the firſt Fruits of Achaia, and that they 
* bave addicted themſelves to the Miniſtry of the 
* Saints) that ye ſubmit yourſelves unto ſuch, and 
* lo every one that helpeth with as, and labouruth, 
1 Cor. 16. 51, 16.— By this Text I was made 
to ſee that the Holy Ghoſt never intended, that 
Men who have Gifts, and Abilities, ſhould bury 
them in the Earth, but rather did command and 
ſtir up ſuch to the Exerciſe of their Gift, and 
alſo did commend thoſe that were apt ſo to do. 
7. bey have addified themſelves ta the Miniſtry of 

«* the 
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* the Saints : this Scripture in thoſe Days did con. 
* tinually run in my Mind, to encourage me, and 
* ſtrengthen me, in this my Work for God. 
* have allo been encouraged from ſeveral other 
« Scriptures, and Examples of the Godly, both 
* ſpecified in the Word, and other ancient Hiſto- fl 
ﬆ ries. Ads 8. 4. and 13. 24, 25. 1 Pet 4 ia 
« Rom. 12, 6. Fex's Acts and Monuments.“ * 


And further on he ſays, * Though I will not 
& now ſpeak all that I know in this Matter, yet 
« my Experience hath more Intereſt in that Tex 
of Scripture, Gal. 1. 11, 12. than many among 
„ Men are aware.“ | « ] 


Much more might be ſaid here, but I ſhall not 
ſtand upon it now, becauſe that though ſeriou 
People do got light and difregard the Practice d 
the Godly in paſt Ages, yet when viewing Thing 
aright, they will follow them as far, and no farthe 
than they followed Chriſt. The Scriptures plain 
repreſent that the Church of God in theſe Jatt: 
Days, will get Victory over the Corruptions « 
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Antichriſt gradually, and by Degrees. : - 
They get Victory, firſt over the Beaft ; the 4 5 
over his Image; thirdly, over his Mart, and laſii. 1 
over the Number of bis Name. Rev. 15. 2. | " 
That atlowing the Caſe, that many of the F: N 


thers had not ſo clear Views of the Nature of the 
Things, yet that is no juſt Objection againſt wh: 
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has been here ſaid, unleſs this can be made eppear 
to be contrary to God's Word, To this purpoſe 
| ſhall here ſet down a Paſſage from Mr. Robinſon, 
who was the firſt Paſtor. of the Church that came 
on firſt to New England, and ſettled in Plymouth. Part 
Jof the Church came over from Holland before the 
other, and Mr. Robinſon ſtayed behind with the 
rſt: And at their parting, 


4. Le © «7 * * 
—— . nn ——ůà p em. 2 


» — 4 
þ — — CASTE _ 4 -- x — * PLES. - + 
— 2, : \ * — — 


—— ns i — U 


Governor Winſlow ſays, T He charged us be- 
« fore God and his bleſſed Angels, to follow him 
. no further than he followed Chriſt. And if 
©« God ſhould reveal any thing to us by any other 
« Inſtrument of his, to be as ready to receive it, as 
« ever we were to receive any Truth by his Mi- 
F niſtry : for he was very confident the Lord had 
more Truth and Light yet, to break forth out of 
. his holy Word. He took Occaſion alſo miſera- 
{ bly to bewail the ſtate of the reformed Churches 
' who were come to a Period in Religion, and 
would go no further than the Inſtruments of 
their Reformation. As for Example, the Lu- 
' therans could not be drawn to go beyond what 
* Luther (aw ; for whatever part of. God's Word 
he had further revealed to Calvin, they had ra- 
" ther die than embrace it: and ſo ſaid he, you 
"MF ſee the Calviniſts, they ſtick where he left them, 
da Miſery much to be Jamented : for though 
they were precious, ſhining Lights in their 
Times; yet God had not revealed his whole 
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Will to them: and were they now alive, ſaid he; 

** they would be as ready to embrace further Light, 
as that they had received. Here alſo he put us] N 
* in mind of our Church- Covenant; whereby we 

t engaged with God and one another, to receive 

„% whatever Light, or Truth ſhould be made 

&* known to us from his written Word. But withal 

« exhorted us to take heed what we received for 

* Truth; and well to examine, compare and weigh 

ic it with other Scriptures before we receive it. Fox 9 
4%. ſaid he, it is not poſſible the Chriſtian World 

* ſhould come fo lately out of ſuch Antichriſtian 

© Darkneſs, and that full perfection of Knowledge 

© ſhould break forth at once.“ Kere 


Theſe are the Sentiments of my Heart; and ac. 
cording, to this, let what I have here written be 
tried. If | have ſaid any thing contrary to the 
Scriptures of Truth, let it be condemned ; if not 
what does a thouſand Traditions.of Men avail t 
overthrow it? — Al! Fleſh is Graſs, and all the Goo! 
lineſ thereof is as the Flower of the Field. — Th 
Graſs withereth, the Flower fadeth : but the VVar 
af aur God ſhall ſtand forever, Iſaiah 40. 6, 8. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Fo Some Iinprovement of the whole, with 

ria Obſervations on the Principles and 

agel Practices of many in this Age, con- 
cerning theſe Things. 


" } Shall now cloſe this Diſcourſe with ſome few 
Reflections on what has been ſaid. 


the 
mY Use I. Is it fo, that Chriſt's Meſſengers now 
=> LG eſſentially the ſame Call that all his Servants 


d of old? We may hence fee the woful and 
imentable Caſe of many in this Generation, who 
ave (in a great Meaſure, if not wholly ) fer aſide 
ne Work of God's Spirit, and the Kingly Autho- 
ty of Jeſus Chriſt, ia calling and ſending forth his 
Miniſters, and have ſec up mortal Man in his 
Room: — which. appears evident in theſe follow- 
37 Particulars. 


1. In that they hold, that Chiiſt has now left it 
ith his Miniſters to Licence and ſend forth others, 
nd that whoever goes to preach without chat, run 
| before 
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before they are ſent. They do not only hold that 
Preachers ſhould be examined by the Church and 
Miniſters of Chriſt ; and ſo be received, and pub- 
lickly ordained, if they are found faithful; or be 
rejected if otherwiſe, (which 1 beſieve is agreeable 


to Goſpel Rule) but they alſo hold, that it is this 


alone that gives them their Commiſſion and Au— 
'thority. Hence 1 have ofteh heard it, both from 
the Pulpit, and in Converſation aſſerted, that The 
Call of Man is the Call of God. — Which I take 
ro be a moſt horrid Way of ſetting Man up in 
God's Place. 


Indeed we all hold that God ſometimes ſpeaks} 
by his Spirit, in and through his People: and what] 
is thus ſpoken is his Voice. He told Elijab that 


he ſhould anoint (or call forth] Eliſba to be Pro- 
phet in his Room. 1 Kings 19. 16. And I think 
it appears evident, that Timothy was thus called 
forth, if we compare As 16. 3. Him would Pau 
have to go forth with bim; — with 1 Tim. 1. 18 
This Charge I commit unto thee, Sen Timothy, accord: 
ing to the PROPHECiES <which went befere on thee. 
And again, Neplef? not the Gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by PROPHECY, with the laying 
on of the Hands of the Preſpytery, chap. 4. 14 
And I ſuppoſe it is generally allowed that Mr. 
Davidſon was guided by the divine Spirit, when he 
charged Mr. John Ker (a young Gentleman who 
had no Thoughts of the Miniſtry before) to cali 
off his Scarlet Cloak, and lay aſide his gilded Rap- 
per, and take him to his Book, © For (faid be) 

| von 


tab 
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a |< you are the Man who. is to ſucceed me in the 
d“ Miniſtry at this place.“ Which accordingly 
b. came to pals. + God alſo often teaches ind guides 
be bis People in a more ordinary Way: but then to 
Je Lay that whatever is acted by his profeſſing People 
bis Iis the Voice of God, is notoriouſly falſe. Many 
were called Prophets among God's People of old, 
which they choſe, and loved their Preaching, that 
Th, Jet he ſays, They ran, but he ſent them not, nor com- 
e Nanded them. Compare Jer. 5. 31, with Chap. 23, 
21, 32. Yea the greateſt Saints often are miſtaken. 
Samuel's looking on the ſtately Appearance of 
eſſe's eldeſt Son, and ſaying, Surely the Lord's a- 
ointed is before bim, 1 Sam. 16. 6. did not make 
liab to be the Leader that God choſe for his 
People. — 


But notwithſtanding the befl of Men are ſuch 
ail Creatures, yet Mr. Fifa of Stonington is fo bold 
to aſſert (after commenting a while on that Text, 
Tin, 2. 1, 2.) that © Chriſt Jeſus does not com- 
mit the preaching of the Goſpel to any Man, 

* fince the Apoltles, but by the Inſirumentality 
of others.” * He holds, that Chriſt himſelt 
ommitted this Work to the Apoſtles, and to his 
rſt Miniſters, but not to any now, only through 
nd by Inftruments. Which Scheme, as I believe. 
to be grounded upon Tradition, and not upon 


— 
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T Vid. Fulfilling of the Scripture ; Boſton Edition, P. 411. . 


Rap Sce his Sermon at Mr. Vinal's Ordination at Newport, 
J ke) Sober 29. 1746. P. 25. 26. 


Scripture: 
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Scripture: So it evidently (like their Traditions 
of old) croſſes God's Commandment ; or in other 
Words; they make void God's Law to keep their 
own Traditions. 


This you may ſee fomething of in what Mr. 74. 
wards ſays of theſe Things, in his Thoughts on 
the Work of God in New England, 1741,2. 
P. 264. &c. He holds it to be an Error for 
any to thick “ That the Goſpel-Miniſtry need 

not to be limited as it uſed to be, to Perſons of a 
© liberal Education; ( ſays he) ſome of late have 
* been for having others that they have ſuppoſed 
« to be Perſons of eminent Experience, publickly 
** licenced to preach, yea and ordained to the 
* Work of the Miniſtry ; and ſome Miniſters have 
* ſeemed to favour ſuch a Thing: but how little 
do they ſeem to look forward and conſider the 
«© unavoidable Conſequences of opening ſuch 2 
* Door ? — It will be found of abſolute Neceſſit! 
that there ſhould be ſome certain viſible Limit 
** fixed, to avoid bringing Odium upon our ſelves, 
and breeding Uneaſigeſs and Strife amongſt 
« others; and | know of none better, and indeed 
„ no other that can well he fixed, than thoſe that 
* the Prophet Zechariah fixes, viz. that thoſe only 
© ſhould be appointed to be Paſtors, or Shepherds 
ia God's Church, that have been taught to keep 
% Cattle from their Youth ; or that have had an 
+ Education for that Purpoſe.-—Not but that there 
« may probably be ſome Perſons in the Land, that 
8 have had no Education at College, that are in 
= them. 
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"ns i themſelves BETTER QUALIFIED for the Work 
her „ of the Miniſtry than ſome others that have taken 
cir] © their Degrees, and are now Ordained. But yet 
Il believe the breaking over thoſe Bounds thag 

« have hitherto been ſer, in ordaining ſuch Per- 
Ed. * ſons would in its Conſequences be a greater Ca- 
on“ lamity, than the miſſing ſuch Perſons in the 
1,2. ] Work of the Miniſtry.” Thus far he. No 
for ff though I highly eſteem this Man, as an eminent 
eed Servant of che Lord, and believe the main of that 
of af Book to be clear Truth: yet I deſire never to 
avell have ſuch an eſteem of any Man, as to take what 
wed] they ſay for Truth, when it appears evidently to 
klyf be contrary to God's Word: which I think is 
chef the Caſe here. hy 


itte[ He mentions Zech. 13. 5. as a Deſcription of 
Goſpel Miniſters : but | rather think, with the 
excellent Mr. Flavel, that it deſcribes a falſe Tea- 
cher. — Mr. Flave! ſpeaking of falſe Teachers, 
lays, “ We find in a clear Prophecy of Goſpel} 
Times, what ſhame God will pour upon them, 
„Zech. 13. 4, 5. They ſhall be brought with 
* ſhame enough to confeis, I am no Prophet, I 
* am an Huſbandman; for Man taught me 10 * 
on“ Cattle from my Youth.” ＋ 


keep This is evidently the genuine Meaning of that 
ad an Text, if we compare it with the foregoing Words. 
there In ver. 1. God ſays, He will open a Fountain ts 
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cleanſe bis People from Sin and Uncleanneſs : and 
ver. 2. mentions in particular, that he will take a- 
way the Idols and falſe Prophets: ver. 3. he ſays, 
The Prophets own Parents ſhall riſe againſt him; 
yea, he himſelf ſhall be aſhamed of bis Viſion, — And 
he ſhail ſay, I am no Prophet , for Man taught me 
to keep. Calile from my Youth : q. d. I own [ 
* never was ſent of God; but I had my Education 
© and Commiſſion only from Man.“ Agreeable IF 
to this, is what Paul ſays to Timothy, when he 
charged him to be faithful in preaching the Goſpel, 
For, (ſay, he) the Time will come when they will 
not endure ſound Doctrine; but after their own 
Luſts ſhall heep to themſelves Teachers, having itch- 
ing Ears, 2 Tim. 4. 3. i. e. Men will get to that, 
as to hold that they can educate and coramilli- 
onate their Miniſters themſelves ; — and when 
they have made them, the Work which they do 
is, by fleſhly Wiſdom, to pleaſe itching Ears; ra- 
ther than by manifetation of the Truth to commend 


themſelves to every Man's Conſcience in the fight 7 
Cod, 2 Cor. 5 


Nude one Thing here, and that is, it ſeems re- 
markable that when a good Man, (as ] take Mr, 
Edwards to be) undertook to "viddicata a falſe 
Scheme, the main Text he brings to ſupport it, is 
that which properly deſcribes a Deceiver, — And 
as it ſeems plain that here he miſconſtures Scrip- 
ture; ſo I think it is as evident, that in what fol- 
lows he lays down a Plan contrary to Scripture. 


God's 
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God's Word ſays, Having Gifts differing, let us 
improve them, —whether Prophefie, let us propbeſis 
according 10 tbe Proportion of Faith: or Miniftry, 
„4% 4 wait on our miniſtring; or be that teacheth, on 
: -w5 or be that exhorteth, on Exborlalion, Rom, 
. 7 8: And again, As every Man hath received 
Pe Gift, even ſo minifler the ſame one to another, as 
le od Stewards of the manifold Grace of God. If any 
Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of Cod; if 
any Man miniſter, let him do it as of the Ability 
phich God giveth : that God in all Things might be 
glorified through Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. 4. 10. 11. 


But Mr. Edwards (and a great many others) ſay 
M: hat if Perſons don't get their Gifts and Abilities at 
m College, though they may be better qualified for 
he Work of the Miniſtry, than ſome others that 
ave taken their Degrees, and are ordained 3 yet 
hey may not be received: and why? Becauſe it 
ill break over the Bounds that have been ſer :— 
lot by God, for his Bounds and Limits are deſcrib- 
d above: ; but they are Bounds which were ſet by 
de Traditions of Men. The Lord ſays nothing 
bout the College, nor any particular Place or 
lanner of Education; but only ſays, that every 
„n muſt improve the Ability that be gives, &c. And 
t, BYhough Mr. Edwards thinks that this is the Way 
to avoid bringing Odium upon themſelves,” yet 
-T1P" doubt not but that thoſe who perſiſt in this Way, 
fol. Bill find chat God wil! make them contemptible and | 
Je before all the People, according as they have not © 
bt bis Mays, but have been partial in the Law, 
3008 Mal. 


86 Me Nartunr 4nd Neceasrty of 
Mal. 2.9 Neither is this the Way to prevent f t! 
** breeding Uneaſineſs and Strife among others: I 
but quite the contrary. For many that they can't p 
but own are godly Perſons, within theſe few Years p 
paſt, have been brought ſo clearly to ſee that theſ . 
Scheme that is held and practiſed in the Land, is be 
(in this reſpect as well as many others) contrary to] tit 
God's Word, that they could not be eaſy under it? 
any longer, and therefore have openly renounced} 1 
Communion with it. nu" 
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2. Another Thing that evidenceth that manyÞ} I 
in our Day, ſet up Man in Chriſt's Place is, that & 
they hold that if a Man has College Learning, andi“ 
5 is regularly introduced according to their Order. 
| i he is a Miniſter of Chriſt, and ſent of God, though 

1 unconverted. But Chriſt ſays, / am the Door; h 
me if any Man enter in he ſhall be Saven.— A 
that ever came before me are Thieves and Robbers 
but the Sheep did not hear them, Joh. 10.8, 9. Thi 
unleſs they make a Chrift of themſelves, non 
eome in by the Door, but thoſe that are in a Stat 
of Salvation: All others are Thieves and Robber: 
let them have what Learning or Approbation the 
will of Men.— Unto the VVicked Ged ſaith, wha 
haſt thou to do to declare my ſialutes, or that thi 
fhouldeſt take my Covenant into thy Mouth. Pla . 
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The moſt plauſible Plea that any have for uni; ; 
converted Men's being Chriſt's Miniſters, is the fn 
ſtance of Judas. But if they duly conſider bo 
8 bu 
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nt] the Seriptures repreſent that Caſe, methinks they 
: ould have done with them. Arguments. It is 
n' plain that he was choſen to fulfil a particular Pro 
ars p..ecy concerning Chriſt, rather than to be one of 
thel his Meffengers as the others were therefore 
zo how much Pains did Chriſt all along take to dif. 
to] tinguiſh him from his other Diſciples ? Job. 6. 
rt 70. One of you is a Devil. chap. 12. 6. He was a 
ced 1 HIEF and had the Bag, and bare what was put ther e- 
in. (a proper Deſcription of a falſe Teacher, 
chap. 10. 8.) Again, ſays Chrift, IJ ſpeak not "of 
any} v all; I know whom I bave choſen : but that the 
that Scripture (Pſal. 41. 9.) may be fulfilled, He that 
angſt #ateth Bread with me, hath if up his Heel againſt 
ger me. Job. 13. 18. So that inftead of Fudas's do- 
King as much good as any of the Apoſtles, (which 
ſome allerc he did) we have no Account that he 
Jever did any Good in the World; but we have 
an Account of much Miſchief that he did; for 
what he was after was filthy Lucre, and not 


[ bi God's Honour and Souls Salvation, ---- therefore 
10" when he could ger the moſt Money by ſelling 
Stat Chriſt, he readily embraced the Opportunity. 
yo And ſo will any unconverted Man do by the 


Cauſe of Chriſt, let him have never fo much 
Buman Learning. | 


3. What makes it ſtill more evident, that ma- 
* in our Day have ſer themſelves in Chriſt's 
Scat (or rather have exalted themſelves above ail thas 
i called God) with regard to this Matter, is, that 
Jas chey can commiſſionate Miniſters : ſo they 
Wean diſpenſe with their Commiſſion when tney 
think proper. M Paul 
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Paul ſays, Neceſſity is laid upon me; yea, Wo i; up 
unto me if I preach not the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 9. 16. Ithe 
But theſe Men, though they ſay They are calle 
of God as was Auron: Heb. 5. 4. yet when world- 
ly Intereſt ſuits beſt, they can lay down their 
Commiſſion, and others can diſmiſs them from 
it, ſo as to ſpeak no more in God's Name, We 
have plain Accounts of Sundry that the Lord took 
from other Callings and brought into this. HeLec 
called Moſes from the Honours of Pharaoh's Court, Nea. 
Exod. 2. 10. &c. Eliſba from his Plowing. 1 King 
19. 19,21. Amos from among the Herdmenſi C 
of Tekoa. Amos 1. 1. and 7. 14, 15. Peter and o- Mall 
thers from their Fiſhing. Matthew from amonghhis 
the Publicans. Mart. 4. 18, ---- 22. and 9.9. andhil, 
10. 3. And Paul from among the learned Perſeer, 
cutors, &c. ---- 1 Tim. 1. 12, 13. But for an 
of the Ambaſſadors of the King of Ileaven to bj 
by his Order, taken out of that Work, and p 
into any other Buſineſs in the World, is what 
think the Scriptures are ſilent about: or rathe 
that they ſpeak terribly againſt. The Lord ſays 
Wo to the Idol Shepherd that leaveth the Nock: th 
Sword (ball be upon his Arm, &c. Zech. II. 17. 
The Hireling fleeth, becauſe he is an Hireling, ani 
careth not for the Sheep. John to. 13.“ Miniſters 
are called Stars, and Angels: but how dread, 
&« ful is it for ſuch to leave their Stations“? Rev ev 
6 x. 20. Jude 6. 1g. 0 


Let there has been ſo many Inſtances of thi 
Natur! 


Nature in our Land, that it ſeems needleſs to ſtand 
j upon the particular Proof of it. Some have left 
6, Ithe Place of an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, for the 
ledffudges Bench, or Governor's Chair .. Others 
d- ſhave turned to Merchandizing, or pleading Law; 
eit nd fo ſome to one Buſineſs, and ſome to another, 
om worldly Intereſt ſeems to ſuit beſt, 


ok And yet they will pretend to read thundering 
He Lectures to thoſe that they affect to call Lay- 
art,Weachers +; and will tell them that every Man 
nguſt abide in the ſame Calling wherein. he was called, 
nen 
1 o-Malling for the Sake of the Honours or Riches of 
onglthis World; Alas ! to what a length have the 
and@hildren of Men run in theſe Things ! Now Rea- 
riefer, if thy Heart trembles for fear of this great 
an) oft ; and thou think it Preſumption for a Child 
o bi come out agaioſt fo great an Army of Learned 
en, as there are that hold theſe Things. that IL 
poſe : let us with Gideon and his Servant, take 


— — — — — —— — — 


One Inſtance of this was the Hon. Gourden Saltonſtall, 
; who formerly was taken out.of the Pulpit at New London, 
o the Place of Governor over Cony&icut Colony. He was 
chief Inſtrument of changing the Conſtitution of the Chur- 
5 through that Government, from Congregational, to what 
alled the Saybrook, Regulation: by which, many godly Men 
e thought that he did as much Miſchief as almoſt. any Man 
b. t ever Was in the Colony. 

Dr. Frank ſays, that this Way. of calling all but the Clergy. 
Men, is a © pernicious Diſtindtion derived from  Popery : ; 
| nd it is not to be —— what horrid Miſchief it is the 
r chi als of.“ Fear of Man, F 115. 116, 


one 
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Cor. 7. 20. When they can leave their ſacred” 
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but we ſhall hear ſomething that will ſtrengthen 
us againſt their Scheme: and as David cut off 
Goliath's Head with his own Sword : and after. 
wards ſaid, There is none like it: 1 Sam. 17. 51. 
and 21. 9. So | have often thought that in this 


Weapons to fight thetn with. 


«© When you come near, you will hear them 
delivering their Minds ſomething in this Form, 
© God has always ſet a ſacred Guard around his 
Miniſtry, and it is a dreadful Thing to in- 
trude upon it. Before Moſes's Time, the 
© Prieſthood was confined. to the Firſt born: 
after that, (was limited to the Tribe of Levi, 
and the Family of Aaron, and the Stranger 
that came nigh muſt be put to Neath. Thi 
. held 'till Chriſt came, who in an immediate 
Way ſent forth his Apoſtles, and they wer 
to ordain others, which were to commit thi 
Charge to faithful Men ; and fo the Line wa 
to deſcend down in an ordinary Way to the 
end of the World !” 


Ard thus they rank theſe Things into fou 
great Periods : ---- ne before the J. aw, one un 
der the Law, the third under the Goſpel in the 
Ap oftles Time, and the fourth from their Deatts 
ta RN end of the World. 


Now if we take a View in Scripture Light 0 


either of theſe Periods, we may find many Ting 
30 


one Turn down by their Camp, and I doubt not 


Caſe, I deſired nothing better than Men's own 
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ot in them, to cut down the Scheme which theſe : 
en Men plead for. 


er-. As to the firſt, they ſay, that © From the be- 
51. © ginning till Moſes's Time, the Miniſtry, or 
his © Prieſthood was limited to the Firſt- Born:“ 
wn which ſhould we allow, yet it is certain that the 
DB Line ran rather in the ſpiritual than natural Birth. 
Thus in the firſt Family that was created, Cain, 

em! the Firſt-born was rejected; while God bad re- 
m, ſpe to Abel and to bis Offering, Gen. 4.4, 5. 
hid Alſo in Noah's Family, the Line was limited to 
in- 2 tho' Japbeth was the elder Brother, Chap. 
the 10. 21. So in Abraham's Houſe, though Tſhmacl 
-n | * the Firſt- born, yet Laac was the promiſed 
evil Seed, 21.12. Likewiſe in Iſaac's Family, God 
gel ſaid, "The elder ſhall ſerve the yaunger, Rom. 9. 12. 


Thus you ſee that thoſe who were ſpiritually 
the Firſt-born which were written in Heaven, (Heb. 
12. 23.) the Lord took for his Szrvants and Mi— 
rti{ters, let them. ſtand where they would as to 
their natural Birth: which clearly cuts off the. 
Notion of any Man's "_ his Miniſter that is 
ot born. again. 


un Secondly, From Moſes's Time, they ſay, th 
theft Prieſthood was limited to the Seed of 4 Wray 
al} and the Stranger that came nigh ſhould be put 
© to Death, Numb. 3. 10.“ From whence they 
argue, that it is a dreadful Thing for any to come 
t into the 2 that are not introduced in their 
ing} Way. But let us take a more cloſe View of 
7 theſe 
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theſe Things; and firſt obſerve, that them Prieſts 
had a Work to do, which no Mortal has now: 
and that was to offer Sacrifices for Sin; in which 
they typified Jefus Chriſt. But then I allow that 
they were to teach Facob God's Law ( Deut. 33. 
10.) as well as offer Sacrifices. But what will 
Men do. with this now? I truſt none will be ſo 
vain as to ſay, that None may be Chrift's Mini. 
ſters in theſe Days, but Miniſters natural Seed. 
Then I think I muſt bring it here; Aaron. was 2 
clear Type of Chriſt, and none might be Prieſts 
but his Seed : ſo I believe that none now ought 
to come into the Miniſtry, but ſuch as are truly 
Pro * of Jeſus Chriſt, our glorious High- 
rie 


Thirdly, In the Apoſtles Time all own, that 
Chriſt aid by his divine Authority, and Holy 
Spirit, call them forth, ſome from one Buſineſs, I.. 
and ſome from another, to be his Meſſengers. 
And that all Chriſt's true Miniſter's experience, 
eſſentially the ſame, TI think is made evident in 
this Treatiſe. 


Concerning, the laſt Period, they ſay, that 
« whom the Apoſtles ordained, were to ordain 
{© others, and ſo the Authority is tranſmitted: 
« dow. in an ordinary Way.“ - Now TI find that 
thoſe who hold the Scheme that I oppoſe, diſ- 
agree among themſelves. Some ſay, that Timothy 
and Titus were (what they call) ordinary Mini- 
ſters. But others, when we mention that Timothy 
was called by Propheſie, 1 Tim. . 18. and 4. 11 
and 
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s and that he was to do the Work of an Evange- 
b liſt, 2 Tim. 4. 5. I ſay, when theſe Things are 
mentianed, they ſay we muſt not expect ſuch 


3* Tſters. And ſo they make all the Miniſters that 
o Ive have a particular Account of in Scripture, to 


3 Miniſtry which they hold to, is that which has 
4 taken Place ſince the Bible was compleated; 


u | hich for my Part I do not want to have any 
- Concern with : but I chooſe ſuch a Miniſtry as 
* is deſcribed, both by Precept and Example, in 


JF God's Word. 
One main Text that is brought to ſupport this 
_ Scheme is that Promiſe, Lo I am with you, always, 
' even to the end of the World. Matt. 28. 20. From 
BY whence they reaſon thus, The Apoſtles them- 
9 


« ſelves did not live to the end of the World; 
* therefore the Promiſe exrends to them that 
© they ordained, and to their Succeſſors, that 


But waving many groſs Abſurdities that might 
de mentioned, this one is ſufficient to cut off 


the Goſpel, to apply that Promiſe to any uncon- 
rerted Man, let him be introduced how he will. 
0 ll the Promiſes of God id Chriſt are yea, and in 
u' Win, Amen, 2 Cor. 1. 20. And Peter tells us that 


by þ being by God's Power brought to the Know- 
- edge of him, is the Way whereby is given to us 
; fo xceeding great and precious Promiſes, 2 Per. I. 3g 


and Wordt 


Things now, for they were extraordinary Mini- 


de Men in an extraordinary ſtanding: and the 


are introduced in an orderly Way to the end.“ 


nis Scheme intirely; vis. that it is Contrary to 


That to be ſhort, the true Meaning of Chriſt's : 


. 
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Words undoubtedly is this, That al! his Childres l J. 
in every Age, who are by his Spirit called into th 
this Work, and go on faithfully to teach all th 
"Things that he commands chem; he has promiſ &. 
ed that he will be with, afliſt and bleſs them, St 
even to the End of the World. And in no 

other Senſe can I conceive it to be true at al}, 

for Chriſt has never promiſed to be with his owaf th. 
Children when they tufn afide from bis Ways: 
and then furely he has not promiſed to be wit Ch 
thoſe who never were in him, who is the Way So 
The Truth, and the Life, Joh. 14. 6. Much mort fo 
might eaſily be ſaid to illuſtrate theſe Things ”!: 
but I have already enlarged much farther than H: 
1 had any Deſign of, when I began this Diſcourſe} an. 
and therefore I muſt haſten to a cloſe. ma 


Us II. Hence let every Soul that profeſ 
themſelves to be Chriſt's Miniſters, examine wht 
ther ever they were called into that great Wo 
by the Influences of the Holy Spirit or nor. 4 
will own, that to run before they are ſent, is 
dreadful Thing: and I think it has been clear 
tfhewn in this Treatiſe, that all run before the 
are ſenr, who are not called by the Spirit « 
God. O therefore my dear Reader whoeve 
thou art, that art called a Miniſter of Ckrift, 
charge you in my Maſter's Name, ſearch crit 
cally into the Cafe and fee, haſt thou ever bee 
brought into a ſaving Acquaintance with Jelv * 
Chrilt ? If not, how canſt thou pretend to le,. 
Souls to him, and never knew him yourſelves s. 
Art thou a Maſter in Iſrael, and net Born 43 a f 

KF 3901 
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Job. 3. 10. If thou haſt not got into the Kingdom 
tel thy ſelf, thou wilt be in danger of hindering thoſe 
aud chat are entering; and woful is the Caſe of ſuch 
Souls. Matt. 23. 13. O therefore look to your 
Standing ! 


And if you find that your ſtanding is in Chriſt, 
then examine whether he has called yau to this 
Work or no. Had you ever ſuch a view of 
| Chriſt and his dear Flock, as to draw forth your 
Soul to love them above every Thing here ? yea 
fo as not to count your Life dear to you, ſo that you 
might finiſh your Courſe with Foy ! Act. 20. 24. 
Has the Treaſure of the Goſpel ever been opened 
and committed to your Soul ? and has God's Com- 
mand been therewith ſet home upon your Heart, 
to go and feed his Sheep and Lambs] Joh. 21. 15, 
fel 16. Have you been enabled clearly to count the 


„had Coſt, and to ſee. an infinite Fulneſs in Chriſt to a 
7 M/0pply all your Needs, and to carry you through 5 
niche Trials of this evil World; and have his F 


Promiſes been ſealed to your Souls, ſo as to bring ? 
vou with all your Heart to yeild unto God, and ; 
(like Abraham's Servant) to ſwear unto bim to be 
ih ful in this Work of winning a Bride for your 
Maſter's Son? Gen. 24. 2,-----9. Surely, if you 
have experienced theſe Things, you know ſome- 
crüfebing of it. ; 


Us E III. Of Exbortation. FLirſt, To thoſe 
ao are called of God into this great Work of 
preaching the Goſpel, O my Fathers and Bre- 
tren, ſuffer a Word of Exhortation, though 
om a Child. N 2 
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Be ehrt always to view the Worth of Souls: 
and let the Terrors of the Lord, and the Love of ; 
Chriſt conſtrain you and | ever to be faithful in our | 
Maſter's Work, 2 Cor. 5. 11. 19. Miniſters are 14 
called Soldiers, 2 Tim. 2. 3. and therefore they I} x 
muſt expect to endure Hardneſs, and to go thro' f 
a Variety cf Trials here, and not to have a Life 1 C 
of flefhly Eaſe, or worldly Applauſe: then let ſp © 
us Fight the good Fight of Faith, and lay bold on Þ © 
eternal Life. Many Contiderations there be that A 
will move our Souls to be faithful, if rightly view- I. 
ed. The Souls we have the Care of, are the u. 
Price of Chriſt's Blood. Thus ſays the Apoſtle, 6. 
Feed the Church of God which he hath purchaſed with I is 
his own Blood, Acts 20. 28. O did Chriſt count vi 
Souls to be worth ſo much, that he gave his Life th 
a Ranſom for many, and ſhall not we ſpend Life N cn: 
and Strength, and exert ourſelves to the utmoſt git 
for their Saivation ? Again, if we are found 
unfaithful, their Blood will be laid to our Charge, 
Ezek. 33. 8. And Soul Blood is dreadful to an 
ſwer for. On the other Hand, if we may be in. 
ſtrumental of turning any to God; this will be 
infinitely prefsrable to all tte Gains and Honours 
of this World. S$ouls that Miniſters are inſtru- 
mental of converting, will be their Crown of re. 
joycing in the Preſence of our Lord Fejns Chriſt, at 
his coming, 1 I icll, 2. 19. Oh how joy fully wil 
faithful Miniſters come up before their Judge, will 
a great Number ot ſpiritual Children round them, 
that they have been lufiruments of turning from 
Darkneſs to Light, and om the Tower of Satan 
uni Cod, Ads 26. 2771 1. 


r r 
———— 
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Secondly 
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Secondly, Let me exhort all Chriſtians in gene- 

tal to improve faithfully what Talents God bas 
given them, Though all are not called to be 
| | publick Teachers, yer all are commanded to im- 
prove the Gifts that they have. It is as neceſ- 
| faro in order for the Welfare of the Church of 
e | Chriſt, that every Gift be improved; as it is for 
t our temporal Welfare, that all the Members of 
n | our. Body be uſed in their proper Place: as the 
at | Apoſtle clearly ſhews, Rom. 12. 5. &c. 1 Cor. 12. 
- 12 --21. The Eye cannot ſay unto the Hand, I have 
he no need of thee: nor again, the Head to the Feet, I 
e, I have no need of you.--- The neglect of thus living, 
ith 3s undoubtedly one great Cauſe of the Decay of 
int I vital Religion, and of bringing Barrenneſs upon 
ife the People of God. For Chriſt ſays, Unto every 
ife I ene that hath (1.e. improves what he has) ſhall be 
oft given, and be ſhall! have Abundance : but from bim 
1nd that hath not, ſhall be taken away, even. that which. 
he hath, Matt. 25. 29. By a faithful Improve- 
ment of what Light and Sirength the Lord gives, 
Souls not only gain more, and alſo do Good to 
others; but alſo they hereby get furcher Eſtabliſh - 
ment of Soul, and a clearer Knowledge of what 
their Gift is, And therefore, if any of my Rea- 
ders have fume Conviction on their Minds about. 
Preaching, and yet are at a Loſs about the Caſe 
im Advice is, that with all your Hearts you obey. 
with our God in What has been made clear Duty to 
hem Pu. I don't deſire any Soul to go into any 
from: ding wichout Clearneſs; but then be obedient 
Fataußo whatever God has made known of his Will to 
ou, and that is the Way to have other Things 
| made 
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made clearer and clearer. Chriſt ſays that, F any % 
Man will do bis Father's Will, be ſball know of the ar 
Doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak IA 


of my ſelf, Joh. 7. 17. th 


Thirdly, Should theſe Lines chance to fall into N. 
the Hands of any that are called Miniſters of IN. 
Chriſt, who diſre Fa or have not - cat 


ſuch a Call from God as has been deſcribed : rig 
ſuch I would ſay a few Words. | Ar 
cal 


Sirs, Probably you may look with Diſdain upon ce. 
ſuch a Child as I am: yet while you are making Nrec 
ſo much of human Learning, as though none could 
underſtand the Scriptures without ſuch a great | 
Degree of it; be intreated to pauſe a little, and I 
take a more ſerious View of Things, and ſee if 
you are not runing in the Path that thoſe did of De 
old, who were found jighting againſt God: whoſepre 
Language concerning Chriſt and his Followers was 
Have any of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees believe, 
on bim? "But this People who knoweth not the Lau 
are curſcd, Joh. 7. 48, 49. As if none knew the Law 
but they. But let Men go as far as they will 
here, yet without the ſpecial Teachings of the har 
divine Spirit, they are ever learning, and never able" >: 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 2 Tim. 3. 7. Nei 
For be that knows the Truth, the Trac ſhall * alſo 
him free ;--- yea free indeed, Joh. 8. 32, 36. What . 
an awful Warning might that Paſſage be to you Wc 
ou it. Mo unto them; for they have gone in the thre 

y of Cain, and ran greedily after the Error Pall 
Basen fer Reward, and veriſted in the Cainſaying bus 
6] 
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y J Core. The Way of Cain was this: he brought 
ve f an Offering to the Lord without Faith and the 
„ Aſſiſtance of his Spirit; and no doubt but he 
thought the Prieſthood belonged to himſelf ; 
therefore when. he ſaw that his younger Brother 
to was prefered before him, he was wroth,--- and 
of when he could get Opportunity he flew him, be- 
ed Nrauſe his own Works were evil, and his Brother's 
to righteous, Gen. 9.3,5,8. 1 Joh. 3.12, Heb. 11.4. 
And have you not often felt your Wrath boil, be- 
cauſe you have been convinced in your Conſcien- 
on ces that God has greatly favour'd tome that you 
reckon far below your ſelves? Surely your. 
Wrath has often prevail'd too far to be conceal- 
ed: and had you the Power that many have had 
in Ages paſt, we have no Reaſon to think bur 
that you would proceed to Murder, or putting to 
of fDeath as well as they. Bleiled be God that you 
ofeere ſo far reſtrained. 


735 | 
val The Error of Balaam, was his teaching for 
auv{WMeward, or to get temporal Gain, inſtead of ſeek- 


ing the Good of immortal Souls, 2 Pet. 2. 15. 
And how common is it in theſe Days among you 
hat profeſs to be Chriſt's Miniſters, not only 
when you firft ſettle to be governed by this to 
Needle where you can get the moſt Money? but 


rake alſo after you have taken the ſolemn Charge of 
hat Flock, if you can lee a Proſpect of getting 


ou? Pore ſome where elſe, preſently the People are 
the threatned that if they will not give you more 
r of FPallary, you muſt leave them? And ſundry have 
pine bus left, and gone off from the People which 

of they 
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they had ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt had made them Over. tho 
feers of. Like Micha's Prieſt ( whica I think call 
the only one that we have Account of in Scrip-Yjr t 
ture that made a particular Bargain about his per 
temporal Support) who when he had a biggerſhee 
Offer by the Tribe of Dan, though he was con- Th 
tent with Micah before, yet now not only leaves ser 
Micah, but alſo robbed him of his gods, Fudg. 12. unc 
10, 11. and 18. 19, 20. Very contrary to thisdre 
is Paul's Example, who tells the Corinthians, | 
will very gladly ſpend, and be ſpent for you, though 
the more abundantly I love you, the leſs I be loved 
2 Cor. 12. 15. 


And periſhed in the Gainſaying if Core. Thiila P 
is often applied to ſuch as withſtand the Scheme Jer 
that I bave ſpoken againſt in this Book. Butſpn © 
ebſerve more cloſely who Korah's Company were ein 
Not the meaner Sort of People, but they wen 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in tae Congre 
gation, Men of Renown. And what they gar 
ſayed was this great Truth, That it is God alon 
that can ſantify and fi: Men for, and a'ſo call thenWn 1 
into this great Vor of teaching and leading his PeoMWhat 
ple: As is evident ; for Mies and Auen werend 
ſanctified and called into that Work by the im— 
mediate Influences of God's Spiri : but they nid F 
Te take too much upon you, ſeeing a'l the CongregatimPie 
are holy, every one of them; wherefore then lif; y'uſrod 
up your ſelves above the Congregation of the Lori, an 
Numb. 16. 2, 3. 


How ſexictly does this Character agree wichfitic 
| Coe | 
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. choſe who deny the Neceſſity of being ſpecially 
called by God's Spirit into this Work, and reckon 
p-Yit to be Pride in any to pretend to it ?---- They 
ni periſhed in theſe Gainſayings ; and Oh! take 
erflheed leaſt you follow them down to ternal Wo. 
There is no Men's Caſe under Ileaven that the 
ves [Scriptures repreſent to be fo awful as the Caſe of 
17. Junconverted, and unfaichful Miniſters, What 
hisYdreadful Things are ſpoken to ſuch in the 23d 
„of Feremiah, the 34th of Ezekiel, and 23d of 
1g) Matthew, as well as many other Places? O 
dMtherefore fly immediately to Chriſt for Pardon 
and Salvation ! If you come to believe in Chriſt, 
and ſo to ſtand in the Counſel of God, there is 
'hiſga Poſſibility that you may yet do Good to Souls, 
me Per. 23. 22. As I doubt not but there are ſome 
Bun our Days who did run into this Work without 
zreÞeing ſent of God, that yet have been convert- 
ere d, and made a Bleſſing afterwards ; vet that is no 
reWnore of a Warrant for others to run fo, than it is to 
ii:Wun into any other Courſes of Wickednels, out of 
lonWviich ſome have been ſaved. But if you ſtill go 
hen en to make Merchandize of Souls, — will find 
Pe hat your Judgment now of a long Time lingereth not, 
rend your Damnation flumbereth not, 2 Pet. 2. 3. 
In: 
410, 
11 10 
** 
ra, 


Fourthly, I would ſpeak a Word to thoſe Feo- 
ie that look upon all in general which are in- 
roduced according to the common Way of the 
ind, to be Miniſters of Chriſt.---- 

My dear Fellow Men. 
2 intreated no longer to take Things by Tim: 
but firſt examine your own ſtanding, 
wacther 


wich tion, 


"= 
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whether you were ever Born again or not. If 
you have not experienced that Change, you are 
conſtantly expoſed to be deluded and ruined for 
ever. For Cirilt tells us, that falſe Men, F is 
were Poſſible ſhall deceive the very Elect, Matt. 24, 
24. O! therefore reſt not in being like your 
Miniſters, (Hy. 4. 9.) unleſs they and you too are 
conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, Heb. 13. 7, 8. If you 
have not this, read and tremble at that awful Paſ. 
ſage i in Jer. 5. 30, 31. A wonderful and horrible Thing 
is committed in ihe Land. The Prophets propheſie falſly 
and the Prieſts bare Rule by their Means, and my Peg 
ple love to have it /o: and what will ye a in the Eni 
thereof ? 


Finally. Does the Lord as really by his Spirit 
call forth his Meſſengers now as formerly? then 
let every Soul that has an Intereſt at the Throne 
of Grace, earneſtly cry that the Lord of the Harve| 
would ſend forth Labourers into bis Harveſt, for f. 
Labourers are few, Matt. 9. 37, 38. Plead that k 
would ſpeedily gather his Flock that have beet 
ſcattered in the cloudy and dark Day Ezek. 34. 12 
And that he would deliver all his People from De. 
vourers, and give them Paſtors according to his ov 
Heart, Jer. 3.15. Now the God of Peace that bro 
again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus that great She 
herd of the Sheep, thro' tbe Blood of the everlaſtin! 
Covenant ; make you perfect in every good Work to © 
his Will. working in you that which is well-pleofin p: 
in bis Sight, thro' Feſus Chriſt ; to whom be Glo, © 
For ever and ever. A MEN, Feb. 13. 21, 22. 
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or APPENDIX. 


"eo Containing [ume ſhort Account of the 
Experiences and dying Teflimony 


„/ Mr. Nathaniel Shepherd; Paſtor 
of a Church of CurisT in Attlebo- 
rough; who died April 14. 1752: 


FTER I had finiſhed what was deſigns 
ed in this Book, ſundry ſerious People 
who had heard ſomething of the Ex- 
periences and dying Teſtimony of Mr. 

Nathaniel Shepherd, were very deſirous 
to have them publiſhed with this Treatiſe. Buc 

War firſt I declined it, becauſe the Subſcribers were 

not informed thereof, Yet after further Conſide- 

ration, I remembered that many People in various 

Places had heretofore manifeſted to me a Deſire to 

Jhave ſomething of that printed: And allo appre- 


aending that his Experiences would be entertaining 
© 
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to the generality of thoſe that like this Book ; and 
ſundry renewing, their Requeſt to have his Teſti- 
mony preſerved with this Diſcourſe, I at laſt thoughe 
I would venture to add it here by way of Appen- 
dix. And what made me mote free to do it, was 
this : He was the firſt ordained Paſtor that has died 
among thoſe in this Land, that have in this Day 0- 
penly withdrawn Communion from the Scheme or [ 
have oppoſed in this Book. And though ſome have 
been fo bold as to ſay, that No Perſon which bas 
done ſo, and perſiſts in it can die in Peace, yet his Ex- 
ample, as well as Scorcs of others, clearly evidence 
the contrary, 


What is here ſet down, is an Extract out of a | 
larger Account which I took down when I happen- 


ed to be at Aiuleborough ſome few Months after his 
Death, only for my own Satisfaction, and becauſe 
I thought ſuch Things ought to be preſerved, and 
not loſt, 1 ſet it down from the 3 of choſe 
chat were with him in his Sickneſs, and at his Death, 
with the utmoſt Exactneſs J could, looking upon. it 
a very great Evil to impoſe upon Mankind with a 
falſe Repreſentation of ſuch Things. I had it 
mainly from theſe three Perſons following, viz. Mr. 
Joſbua Everett, that lived near him, and was with 
him every Day of his Sickneſs z Mr. William Car- 
penter, Paſtor of a Church in Norton, and his afflict- 
ed Widow, who though ſhe was much tried about 
parting with him at firſt, yet was brought to a ſweet 
Submiſſion a few Hovrs before his Death ; and was 
remarkably borne up under her Trials afterwards. 
I have added icarce any Remarks of my own . 
£333 
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this Account, partly for Brevity ſake, and partly 
becauſe many have complained that often“ ſuch 
« Accounts have ſhewn more what the Publiſhers 
te could ſay, than what the Perſon ſpoken of, ſaid 


or did: Therefore I have endeavoured as 
* || plainly as might be to give you his own Words, in 
| | which, Ile being dead, yet ſpeaketh, 

[ The Perſon of whom we write, was born in Nor- 
- || fon on Feb. 13th, A. D. 1712,13. But before he 
vas grown up, he went and lived in ſundry Towns 
5 near Boſton, and after he was married he ſettled in 
or near Brookline, where he joined to the Church, 
and for ſome Vears he went on with ſome outward 
Strictneſs in Religion, but was ignorant of the New 
- WW Zirth, as he was made to ſee afterwards ; a very 
13 Bf ſhort Account whereof, I find written with his own. 
ſe Hand, as follows. 

a1 «1 thought one Day in my Retirements that I 
e could not delay to put down a few Lines to keep 
h, N, in Mind what God had remarkably done for my 
Soul: which Lines I hope God will make uſe of 


« to bring freſh to my Mind his Love to my Soul 
when ever I ſee them. Although I had in my 
Life before thought my ſelf a paſſable Chriſtian, 

* though under a great Miſtake, as I found after- 


ar- W* wards ;—and had been a falſe Profeſſor of Chriſt 
c- . in his Church almoſt eight Years, for which 
m— * Abuſe I deſire to he low at his Feet all my Days, 
ee c 


Alt pleaſed the bleſſed God in the 28th Year 


was of my Age, to ſend his dear Servant Mr. White- 
* feld here amongſt us, and by his Preaching [ 


Was 


Ts Some fhort Account of, © 


& was much affected, and thought I was reformed, I] ** 

but grew careleſs again: but I was ſeveral Times 

« awakened again by God's faithful Miniſters that “ 

* came among us; but ſtill remained a Stranger“ 

* to my ſelf, until the Summer in the Year 1742, 

&« then it pleaſed God to ſend his dear Servant, “ 
Mr. Davenport among us, which was a wonder- ', 
* ful Man to ſearch Hypocrites ; and thus it pleaſ- 

* ed God to make him an Inſtrument to open my F* ( 
% Caſe'to me, in a Sermon at Boſſen, preached if* 
% upon the Common from Matth. 3. 10. And now 

« alſo the Ax is laid unto the Root of the Trees.— $ 
« Which was in the goth Year of my Age, onfror 
* Tueſday the 27th of July. —And I was now un- Vl 
« der a ſharp Work of the Law, and was dead toÞer: 
* and ſlain by the Law, and was in a deplorable Vo 
Condition : — like the Woman that had the ſter 
* bloody Iſſue, and had ſpent all upon Phyſicians, If tt 
* and was nothing bettered, and then applied her 
« ſelf to the Hem of Chriſt's Garment, which 
proved her Cure. And as long as a poor Sinne 
« has a Penny worth of Self righteouſneſs he never 
« will come to Chrift. I thought if I did not let 
« go Self righteouſneſs I muſt periſh ;— and if 
ſhould let all my own Props go, I did not know 
« but that | might fall into the Arms of Chriſt ; 
« as I believe I did the next Monday after, the 
« ſecond Day of AuguF in the Year above dated. 


a 
Lo 


* A memorable Day to my Soul, from which 
« Time I believe I can date my Converſion, while: 
heating Mr. Davenport preach from John 6. 27, 
& All that the Father giveth me foall come te 1 

x on 
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„“ 4d bim that cometh to me 1 will in no wiſe caſt; 
1 out. And there I ſeemed to ſee the Power of 
it | Cuaistr's Reſutrection; and that he had ſatis- 
t“ fied God's Juſtice, that before was out againſt 
2, me: and that God was fatisfied with what he 
t.“ had done. Glory to his Name, This is my 
r. Experience in ſhort, 
. Nathaniel Shepherd. 
ay Glory be given to RTE SON, and HorLy - 
ec Sriair. Amen,” | 
2 
— I Sometime after his Converſion, he withdrew 
on rom the Church in Brookline, over which Mr. 
1n-Wll:» then was Paſtor : the chief Reaſons whereof - 
to here, becauſe Mr. Allen, who had favoured the 
ble Vork of God that was then going on inthe Land, 
theYiterwards came out againſt it, calling it a Deluſion. 
ns, If the Devil; and alſo becauſe many were received 
herſÞro the Church without giving any ſatisfying Evi- 
nichlence of their Union to Cur1sT, yea without be- 
inerflg examined any thing about that ; ; and Perſons 
-verſf a corrupt Life were indulged in the Church, 
t lerÞþrnout being dealt with according to Goſpel Rule. 
if Sometime in the Year 1746, he was called forth 
nowſWblickly to preach the Goſpel, I truſt by the In- 
riſt ;Wences of the divine Spirit, 

the And in the beginning of the following Winter, 
ated. began to preach to the Congregation in Alllebo- 
F hich gb, over which he afterwards was Paſtor : and 
while the Spring, at their earneſt Deſire he removed 
. 3, Family there, and laboured among them with 
me pſiderahle of a , and in the Fall in 1745 
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he was choſen their Paſtor, and was ordained on 
Jan. 20th. 1747,8. And he was enabled ſo to 
walk as to gain a good Report of them that wer: to 
without, and was beloved by many who were not! 
of his Sentiments in Religion. Though it ſcems 
he was ſo ſenſible of the want of more Conformity 
to God, that among other Means that he uſed to 
attain it, he determined upon this Method, in the 
Fall of the Year 1751 ; viz. to ſpend one Day in 
the Week in ſecret Faſting conſtantly, when he wafo 
at home, and other neceſſary Buſineſs did not hin- 
der, to ſeek for greater M-aſures of the divin 
Spirit, to aſſiſt and bleſs him, both in his private 
Walk, and his publick Improvements. And thig}*e! 
Practice he kept up till he went his laſt Journey a beit 
little before he died: and before his Death he told, 
ſome intimate Friends that he had enjoyed veryffen 
great Comforts and Bleſſings from the Lord in thiſo 
Exerciſe. 

On Wedneſday Feb. 26. 1752. he ſet away : 
Journey up the Country towards Northampton, ane 
was gone five Weeks, and he had remarkable A 
fiſtance and Succeſs in his Labours : five Souls h 
apprehended were converted in the Journey, H 
came home on April 2, And though he uſed com: 
monly to come home from his Journeys ſo ſpent 
that he could do but little for ſome Days after it : 
yet now his Soul was ſo overborn with a Senſe off 
<1vine Things, that he ſpent every Day but one 

till he was taken ſick, in viſiting, and labouring 
with Souls round him, not only publickly, but alſc 
in teaching and warning them from Houſe to Houſe 
with 
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o | with Tears : and ſeemed to be like one in Haſte 
» io have done his Work. 


oh Wedneſday April 8. (the Day he was taken ck) 


s they were going to Family Prayer in the Morn- 
ty ling, he ſaid to his Children. Come we are going 
to to worſhip the great God, and ſee to it that you 
be do it in Reality ! do not make a Mock of it, 
* as you have too often done!“ Then he ſpake 
„go his Children one by one, beginning with the 
in. Eldeſt, and down to the youngeſt that could under- 
and; and addreſſed his Diſcourſe to their parti- 
ular Caſes with remarkable Clearneſs : and he told 


ate 
hisfhem that he expected in a little Time to leave 
y aſe Mother a Widow, and to leave them Father- 


old Chidren. Then he went to Prayer, and had a- 
eryſ{oniſhing nearneſs to God therein; and God's 


thijower ſeemed greatly to ſeize every Soul preſent. 


nd hrs beloved Conſort ſaid that when he went a- 
May that Morning, it looked to her that he had diſ- 
an harged himſelf to his Family, as if he was never 
AMY fee them more. Soon after Prayer, Mr. Joſhua 
$ hverett came in, and they ſet away together to go 
Ha Meeting, and by the Way they viſited ſeveral 
om: milies ; and Mr. Everett ſaid, he never fee him 
te ſuch Strength and Fervency i in labouring with 
7 it Puls before, as he had now: every Word appeared 
ſe offti2hty ; and Mr. E it ſaid, he heard him nos 
one than a dozen Times that Day, vocally renew 
aringſÞvenant with God, and give away his All to him; 
t alfa d faid he longed to ſpend every remaining Breath | 
Jouſ him. 
wit the Afternoon they went to the Meeting, Sand. 
* 
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Mr. Carpenter preach'd, and in Meeting Time Mr; d 
Shepherd was taken ill, ſo that as ſoon as Meeting 
was done, he haſtened Mr. E — 7 about going! 
home, and they ſet away together, but he was ſo ! F 
ſwallowed up in diſcourſing on divine Thiogs, that Þ! 
ſaid no more of his bodily Weakneſs till they had e 
got juſt home, which was 3 or 6 Miles. Soon] d. 
after he got into his Houſe he was ſeized ſo bad af 
that his Wife could but juſt get him to bed; and]! 
he was exceeding Ill, and ſomething delireous moſt 
r 

But on Thurſday Morning, the free exerciſe offff th. 
his Reaſon was reſtored, and it was continued to he 
him ever after *cill Death. And as Mr. E—— 1" 
called, as he was going to a Church Meeting, he Li. 
asked him if he had any particular Meſſage to ſendfÞ 
to his Church? And (after pauſing a little) he ſaid 
« Yes, | have a Meſſage from God. Tell them tc 
« up and be doing, for Time is ſhort, and there 
« a great Work to do: I hear the Sound of Deat 
« coming: O tell them — up, up, up! 

His Diſtemper increaſed upon him very faſt, ani 
in the Afternoon they got a Doctor to him, and h 
Judged that he had the quick Fever, © or malig 


nant Plureſy,” and that he was ſeized very bat 
But he remained comfortable in Mind through th f b 
Day. 2 ; a, 

On Friday Morning ſome neighbouring EMH. 4 
thren went over to ſee him, and as one of thenfÞ*"c 
was going to Prayer, they aſked what Petition | aith 
deſired them to put up for him. He anſwered ti © 


he had no certain Vie ws whether he ſhould live utri 
| c 


„die in this Sickneſs. “ But, ſaid he, that is not 
8 « the Thing with me, but what I want is, that I 
g „ may ſpend every remaining Breath for God! ** 
o His Diſtemper prevailed very faſt upon his Body, 
at but as his outward Man decay d, his imward Man 
ia evicently was renewed Day by Day which he ſun- 
on dry Times expreſſed (to People that came in, and 
ad aſked how he did) in theſe remarkable Words, 
ad“ I have a ſhaken Body, but an unſhaken Mind.“ 
off Saturday ſundry Chriſtians met, and ſpent ſome 
Hours in Prayer with him: but he was ſo weak 
oll that he could ſay but little moſt of the Day, only 
toll he manifeſted a ſweet Calmneſs of Mind, and an in- 
Ire Reſignation to God's Will, whether it was for 
hel Lite or Death. 
end After they had prayed ſundry Times, Mr. Car- 
ſaid penter and Everett went into the Room where he lay, 
n tand he told them that he had a Deſire of ſeeing, 
re Hand bearing Teſtimony to his dear Church for the 
Work of the Lord in theſe Days ; but whether he 
ſhould have Opportunity or no he knew not, and 
therefore he did call them as Witneſſes to teſtify 
That he was juſt of the ſame Mind about the 
building of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, and about 
the Ordinances and Diſcipline thereof, as he had 
been heretofore : and that he did bear Teſtimony 
* againlt all falſe Religion, both Antinomianiſm and 
* Arminianiſm, whether in Learned or Unlearned.” 
\nd he gave them a ſolemn Charge always to be 
aithful for God, in his Work. 
On Lord's Day, his firſt Fever broke, and the 
FF orrid Fever ſet in, ſo that all Hope of his Recovery 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed to be gone: but he continued ferene and 
comfortable in Soul. And ſometime in the After- , 
noon he deſired a Woman that was with him, to 1 
call in his dear Conſort and Cnildren, ** For, ſaid 1e 
he, I don't know but this is the laſt Opportunity Ic 
* that 1 ſhall have with them; 'tis likely that I 1, 
„ ſhall be a cold Corpſe laid 2gainſt the Wall be- If. 
« fore Morning.“ - And after they were come in 1h 
(there being no Brethren preſent ) he deſired his J jr 
Wife to pray; which after ſome urging, ſhe did, Ja 
but the Trial ſeem'd ſo hard, to part with ſuch a tt 
Friend in her difficult Circumſtances, that ſhe could in 
not freely give him up to God: which he perceived. th 
therefore after ſhe had done, he prayed ; and ( tho' o- 
he was very weak, and could bring out his Words | hi. 
but lowly yet) he did very diſtinctly, and with great ¶ be 
Freedom and Strength, firſt give up his beloved N ce; 
Companion to the Lord : and prayed that he would Þf «« 
give her both temporal and ſpiritual Supplies as ſhe 
needed, and as he ſee beſt for her. Then he went Ne 
on and prayed for his Children, beginning with the {wh 
eldeſt and down to the youngeſt ; z expreſſing Wear 
their Names, which were all but one of them Scrip- Wow 
ture Names, and aſking particular Bleſſings on, and Hin 
for them, with conſiderable Reference to Perſons of 
the ſame Names in Scripture : and reſigned them | 
all vp to God, who firſt gave them to him. Then | 
he alſo gave up to God his unborn Child. 1 After F. 


+ Their Names are Jergilas, Nat handel. Ebenezer, Micd: 
evell, WVſoor, Elizetith, Jacob, and Hannah. 

| Who was born in the following Juxe, ard his Name wis 
Gala, 


that 
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that he came on to the Caſe of his dear Flock, 
which he could appeal to God, that ihe Holy Gbo& 
made him an Overſeer f. And he did in a won- 
| dertul Manner reſign them up to his divine Maſter, 
| expreſſing his Deſire and Belief that he would take 
Care of them, and carry on his Work among them 
in this evil Day. Afterwards as People came home 
from Meeting, many came in to ſee him, and he 
1 | had aſtoniſhing Aſſiſtance, and Clearneſs in ſpeak- 
S | ing to each one, according to their ſeveral Caſes ; 
I, | and to leave his dying Counſels and Charges with 
a them. And though Death evidently was apptoach- 
ding on very faſt, yet he was fo far from fearing it, 
g. chat he wanted to have it haſten : which among 
O other Things) he ſhewed by this, viz. he held up 
CS his Hands een Times to ſee if the Blood did not 
at begin to ſettle under his Nails; and when he per— 
ed ¶ ceived that it did, he ſaid, ** Twas what he had been 
d deſiting and looking for.” 
he Monday, before Day, they ſent and called in the 
ent Neighbours, for they thought he was dying: but 
when the Perſon that has been often mentioned, 
came in, Mr. Shepherd ſeemed exceedingly ſwal- 
Jowed up in Views of divine Things, and he took 
um by the Hand, and ſaid, O Brother Everett / 
is this dying! I never thought it was ſo eaſy ! 
* It has ſeemed hard to me to leave my dear Fa- 
* mily in this evil World, and above all, to part 
with the dear Flock of God: but Oh how ealy 
it is now! I can leave them with greater Free- 
dom than ever I met, with them in the World.“ 
Then after one had prayed, he ſpake particularly 
O 
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to every Perſon preſent, with ſpecial Clearneſs ac- 
cording to their ſeveral Caſes, and took them by the 
hand one by one, and took his leave of them : — 
and to thoſe that he counted Saints, he ſaid, ©© I 
„ muſt bid you Farewel, but for a little Time.“ 
But co others he ſaid, If you ger an Intereſt in 
„ Chriſt, then farewel for a little Space, but if not, 
% farewel to Eternity.” To his Brother Iſaac 
Shepherd then preſent, he ſaid, ** O Brother ! you 
and I have made many crooked Paths, but THE 
« Way is ſtrait ſtill.“ 

And for an Hour or more he went on in ſpeak- 
ing of divine Things in a wonderff] Manner. Aſter 
that he made his Will and ſettled his temporal Af- 
fairs, in the Forenoon he ſeemed to revive a little ; 
but it was not long before his bodily Diſtreſs came 
on heavier again : but through his whole Sickneſs 
he ſcarce ever ſpake of any Bakneß in Mind, but 


only once, or more he ſaid, © Satan has been chrow- | 


ing his Fiery Darts, but Cua 187 hath gotten 

* ns Victory. 2 
Late in the Evening, when the Neighbours were 
cenerally gone home, and the Watchers were ſome 
of them gotten to Sleep, and he had been in a 
Drowze, his Wife who fat by him, thought ſhe 
would juſt ſtep into the other Room to the Fire ; ; 
but ſhe ſoon perceived there was ſome Alteration, 
and run back; and he laid, ** Call the Folks, for 
« Tama going: Which ſhe ſoon did, and ſent 
to the Neighbours, and ſundry of them came in 
preſently; and ſeveral of them prayed, and he ap- 
peared to have great Comfort of Soul, though ak 
pake 
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+ | ſpake but a few Words more. Once he ſaid, *Fare- 
b 1 wel vain World, I bid adicu.“ — And as the 
- | Chriſtians that were round his Bed, were with Free- 
[ | dom ſpeaking of the Lord's Faithfulneſs to thoſe 
that have lived devoted to him here; how he will 
1 {ſtand by them in a dying Hour: and were mention- 
„Log that Scripture, Plal. 37. 37. Mark the perfect 
c Man, aud behold the pk Lv, for the End of that 
u | Man is Peace. | ſay, as they were ſpeaking of theſe 
= Things, his Wife (who ſet by him wipeing off the 

cold Sweat) ſaid, I don't queſtion but he under- 
F ſtands what we ſay, tho' he can't ſpeak.” And 
hen ſhe deſired him, that if he underſtood what 
hey ſaid, he would hold up his Hand : which he. 
id, firſt one, and then both of them; and then 
pake out juſt ſo as they could hear him,“ Glory! 
Glory! Glory! to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt !? 
ut Which were the laſt Words they ever heard him 
peak. Soon after, he breathed out his Spirit into 
hat eternal World, where undoubtedly he is, and 
ill be unwearedly aſcribing Praiſe and Glory, to the 


ere ctred Trinity, for ever and ever. He died about 
me o' Clock in the Morning on Tueſday April 14. 
1 a 752. 

he W His Funeral was attended next Day, by a great 
c; Fomber of People, after a Sermon preached by Mr, 
on, Nerpenter, from Plal. 34. 19. Many are the Aflicti- 


5 of :he Righteous ; but the Lord delivereth * 
ent f them all. 
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God 43. By their practiſing agreeable there'o 51. And by 
their Maſter's coming with them by his Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing 
$3- Objections anſwer'd. What is plead for, is not 3 
ſettiog ourſelves above the Prophets and Apoſtles, but the co 
trary 60. There is no Proof from what Fer! ſays to i 
that the Work is now left in Men's Hands to ſend forth Mini- 
ſters 62. Neither does a holding to his Call deſtroy external | 
Order 63. There is no Neceſſity of working Miracles to prove 
that we have ſuch a Call from God 65. Nor is the Knowledge 
of the original Tonyues #bſolutely neceſſary 66. EnthufiaſtsſÞ 
pretending to ſuch a Call is no jaſt Argument againſt it 73 
The Improvement. It appears chat many in this Day? 
are ſetting Man up in Chriſt's Piece, becauſe that they holdÞ 
that what was pecu! ja to him former! v 1s left now with Men f 
to do 79. And tnat they can make ſuch to be Chriſt's Mini- 
ſters as he ncver did 86. And that they can dilmils Men from 
their Commiſſion when they thitk proper 87. A ſhort Survey} 
of the common Language of mary in our Time concerning 
the Miniſtry go, A Ui of Exauiaatioags, And of Exhor-F 
tation. 
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In Pape 7 Line 11, 12. 2 5 held and practiſed, read practiſed 
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